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News From The 

Shed 

Graham Gunning, President GVC 

Our Future Becoming 

A Reality 
Welcome to another edition of GVC 

Shed Torque.   Some really amazing 

things have been happening since I 

last wrote to you all.   Lots of current 

and future news within our club that 

you will want to be updated with so 

read on and enjoy.     

 

Success Stories 
Property Purchase – I am taking a 

step of faith as I report to you that by 

the time you receive this Shed 

Torque, Gippsland Auto Museum 

‘GAM’ (who acts as an oversight 

entity for GVC assets) will have 

secured the purchase of our property 

here in Maffra.   This has been an 

epic process and journey of at least 7 

years.   There has been lots of 

bureaucracy to negotiate along the 

way but we are expecting closure 

even as I write this report.   Many 

thanks to so many who have remained 

faithful in seeing this purchase 

through to the end.   It has been an 

enormous challenge; a challenge that 

on more than one occasion has 

created some hair pulling moments.   

It was fraught with government 

department setbacks and goal post 

relocations, and even Ambulance 

Victoria nearly hijacked our proposal 

at one point.   But we have got across 

the line and can finally say the 

property is proudly ours. 

 

Swap Meet – Our Swap Meet which 

we conducted in April this year was 

the most successful to date.            

The organisation of the event – the 

planning & facilitation on the day – 

was a credit to the volunteers that 

supported it and the SWAP meet team 

that pulled it together.   The day ran 

smoothly, the mood in the air positive 

and the result very encouraging.   We 

are getting better at this every year 

and are well prepared for the 2019 

event. 

 

Preparing for our Future Success 
I count it vitally important that at any 

given time, a leadership team has the 

future at the foremost part of their 

thinking and planning.   To that end, 

your Executive team have been 

engaged in discussions about how to 

move more effectively into a 

sustainable, successful future.   Upon 

the purchase of the property, we as a 

club will be exposed to costs that we 

have not incurred in past years so 

development and management of a 

revised budget will be key to the 

ongoing service we provide and 

future developments of the museum 

and support from its members. 

There would be no argument that the 

GVC has been a rewarding journey 

for many of its members and a 

positive influence on our immediate 

community and wider Gippsland area.   

It is my desire that the GVC would 

continue to develop its museum 

presentation and social activity 

opportunities to members and 

community for many years to come. 

To that end, allow me to elaborate on 

a few seen and unseen things on the 

‘drawing board’.     

 

 

 

 

 

Shed Torque 
A  N E W S L E T T E R  F O R  G I P P S L A N D  V E H I C L E  

C O L L E C T I O N  V O L U N T E E R S  

J U LY  2 0 1 8  
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News from the Shed 

(continued...) 
 

Our Model World miniature 

automotive and vehicular display is in 

its finishing stages as you read this 

report.   John Spunner and Andrew  
Gallagher must be commended on 

their diligent contribution to planning, 

logistics and building facilitation of a 

very substantial structure that will 

house our Model Collection.    

This collection will house some 3,800 

models of various automotive types 

and descriptions.    

It will be a very modern and 

extremely well presented display that 

you will want to visit and see for 

yourself – then tell your friends, who 

will also be keen to see it. 

Sue Lawrence put in a mammoth task 

to apply for a grant on behalf of GVC 

to cover the costs of building the 

display house.   I am very pleased to 

report this application was successful 

and the Latrobe Valley Authority 

(LVA) have helped us make a dream 

project become a reality.   The project 

has also been very well supported by 

sponsorships of labour, materials and 

other resources from people and 

businesses in our immediate 

communities.   Without this support it 

would have been much more onerous 

on the club and its members.   I thank 

the community for their amazing 

support.   Our club and community 

can also be grateful for LVA’s 

support and the effort of those in our 

club who have made this new project 

possible.   Your contributions are 

invaluable. 

 

Governance & Development 

Strategies for our Future 

Part of the success of any 

organisation is the functionality of its 

organisational structure.   I must say 

that the executive team over many 

years have done a commendable job 

of maintaining the museum and club.   

If you have never been a part of an 

executive or leadership group in a 

community organisation, you will 

find it easy to criticise when things 

are not going the way you think they 

should go. 

To the credit of this executive team in 

GVC and other teams before it, we 

have stayed the course and tried to 

accommodate, with much 

consideration, the interactions and 

inputs from the members of GVC.   It 

is amazing how some people can have 

a lot to say but it is not always in 

context with the challenges that we as 

a club are facing.   Nor does it 

necessarily offer solutions that won’t 

have big impact on other functions of 

the club. 

Your executive team is a very hard 

working team that have, at times, 

some very difficult challenges to find 

solutions for.   We try hard to tackle 

things head on with much 

investigation as can empower us to 

make the best decision for the club 

and museum.   I am proud to be 

included in this team for they are 

people who give willingly and 

liberally of their time, effort and 

resources to ensure the success of 

GVC. 

 

Executive Structure 
I have introduced the idea to the team 

that we in future AGM’s endeavour to 

fill portfolio positions on the 

executive with a focus of both 

responsibility and representation.   

This so we can have better 

representation from a broader 

perspective of team functions in the 

organisation.   The positions might 

look a little like the following:   

President, Vice President, Secretary, 

Treasurer, and representation from / 

for Museum Display, Club Plate 

Scheme, Club Social Activities, 

Property Maintenance, Events, GAM,  

Possibly Catering, Model Display, 

Marketing, Retail. 

These are just ideas for the moment 

and will not be introduced at the Aug 

2018 AGM  
I am working on job descriptions to 

define what people need to know 

before they nominate for future roles 
We also want to redevelop an 

organisational structure that more 

clearly defines our functions in the 

various departments and their 

relationship to the club / museum, so 

the general and new members of 

GVC can identify how they can be 

more involved in support of the club.   

Again this is ‘drawing board’ stuff for 

the moment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 We now sell the 

Penrite  

Classic range. 

 

 

 

Let us know what 

products you would like 

 

 

 

www.mechnair.com.au 

 MAFFRA 

SUGAR BEET 

MUSEUM 

Maffra 

Now open 1st 

Sunday each 

month 10am – 4pm 

http://www.maffra.

net.au/heritage/m

usmaf.htm 
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News from the Shed 

(continued...) 

 
Social Activity of GVC 
It is very apparent to me that this area 

of our club could do with a fresh 

injection of enthusiasm and 

leadership.   Sue Lawrence has been 

very diligent in organising Breakfast 

runs up until recently, which have met 

with moderate to quite good response 

at different times.    

It has been remarkably difficult to get 

quality feedback from you, the 

members, on what sort of club 

activities you would be interested in.   

As I engage in conversation with 

some of you it is clear that more club 

activity opportunities are desirable.   

But what you, the members, actually 

want and who would be willing to co-

ordinate these activities once they 

have been identified, has been highly 

elusive. 

I believe these social connections are 

the vital fabric of strong integrated 

friendships within the membership 

group.   This really is an area that is 

recognised as lacking but we need 

your assistance for it to succeed.   I 

would welcome contact from you to 

discuss further, your club activity 

ideas.   However, what we need is not 

just good ideas but to develop a team 

that can make these good ideas 

become reality.   I have some ideas 

how a co-ordination team could 

function without it being onerous on 

any single individual.   We just need 

the interested people to step forward.   

Send me an email and I will be happy 

to listen to your ideas.   

grahamgunning@hotmail.com 

 

Museum Display 

Coming up in July we will be 

changing our display to Hillbillies & 

Flappers – Pre 1930 vehicles.   This 

of course will be launched with an 

open day to celebrate the new display 

and all members are warmly 

encouraged to get involved or just 

attend and enjoy. 

Thanks for taking time to get updated 

on your club.    

 

 

 

There are other things that are kicking 

around in our (exec group) 

conversations about future 

improvements but they will have to 

wait for another Shed Torque.   The 

future is looking great and our club 

has amazing potential to become one 

of the finest museums / clubs in 

Victoria, maybe even Australia.    
 

Glad to have you coming on the 

journey together to realise our full 

potential. 

 

Regards,    

Graham Gunning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dates to remember: 
 

Car Cleaning: 10am every Friday 

morning 

 

Members General Meetings: 1st 

Wednesday every EVEN month at 

7:30pm (February, April, June, 

August (annual General Meeting), 

October, December).  All members 

welcome. Come along and get to 

know other likeminded members. 

Opening Times: 

FRIDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY 

& MONDAY 10am to 4pm 

Every day during school holidays 

and Public Holidays 

(Closed Good Friday, 1/2 day 

Anzac Day & Christmas Day) 

Subs and Year End: - Please note 

that our subs are based on a 

financial ending of 30
th

 June 

annually. This year’s subs are due 

now, please remit ASAP. 

 

Event Calendar 
Event name: “Hillbillies and 

Flappers” (pre 1930) 

Vehicles display launch 

Date: Sun 8
th

 July 2018 

Time: All Day 

Location: GVC 

 
 

Event name: Ford Flathead 

Festival (over 100 cars on 

display from 1903 to the end of 

the flathead era) 

Date: Sun 29
th

 July 

Time: 10 am - 2pm 

Location: Caribbean Gardens 

and Market 1280 Ferntree 

Gully Road Scoresby 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Event name:  Monash National 

Veterans Association 

Date: Thur 6
th

 Sept 

Time: 10 am 

Location: GVC 

 
 

Event name: GVC General 

Meeting 

Date: Wed 3
rd

 Oct 2018 

Time: 7:30pm 

Location: GVC 

 
 

Event name:  RACV Federation 

Tour 

Date: 13
th

 – 20
th

 Oct 2018 

Time: 10 day tour 

Location: Throughout Gippsland 

 
 

Continued on Page 4 

 

 

 

Remember to put in your 

diary! 

Event name: GVC Annual 

General Meeting 

Date: Wed 1
st

 Aug 2018 

Time: 7:30pm 

Location: GVC 

 

mailto:grahamgunning@hotmail.com
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Executive Committee 

Graham 

Gunning 

president@gippslandvehicle

collection.org.au 

0409667096 President 

Peter Quennell peterquennell@wideband.n

et.au 

0412387102 Vice President, 
Assist. Secretary 

Sue Lawrence secretary@gippslandvehicle
collection.org.au 
S62lawrence@gmail.com 

0428456614 Secretary,  
Volunteers, 
Booking Secretary 

Justin Robson treasurer@gippslandvehicle
collection.org.au 

0407886475 Treasurer 

Leigh Shields display@gippslandvehiclecol
lection.org.au 
us6owner@bigpond.com 

0429164763 Displays 

Rex Murray rex_diannemaurray@bigpo
nd.com 

0419312373  

Brian Castles briancastles@bigpond.com 0407517506  
 

John Spunner  0408558094  
 

Duncan 
Malcolm 

duncanmalc@me.com 
 

0402077111 Immediate  
Past President 

Mike Gunning mikegunning@primus.com.
au 

0402084302  

Ross Foster ford1929@hotmail.com 0409018415  

OTHER 

Caroline Duck cdurdu@bigpond.net.au 
 

0428456267 Shed Torque Editor 

Ken McRae curlymac54@hotmail.com 0419536525 Retail 
 

Peter Johnson dodgypeter@bigpond.com 0427455513 Swap Meet 
 

The Museum admin@gippslandvehiclecoll
ection.org.au 

0351473223 The Museum 

 

 

Event Calendar 
 

Event name: Gippsland Holden 

Festival, Featuring 50 years Of 

Monaro.  Commemorating the 

2nd anniversary of the closure of 

Holden Australia. Car show open 

to all things Holden. 

Date: Sun 20
th

 October 
Time: All day 
Location: Trafalgar Holden 
Museum, Waterloo Roads, 
Trafalgar.  
Contact:  Neil Joiner on 0418 
512 23 

 
 

Event name: Jitterbugs to 

Boogie Woogie (1930 -1950) 

Vehicles display launch  

Date: Sun 11
th

 Nov 2018 

Time: All Day 

Location: GVC 

 
 

 

Event name: GVC Christmas 

get together all welcome 

Date: Wed 4
th

 Dec 

Time: 5:00pm onwards 

Location: GVC 

 
 

Event name:  Great Australian 

Rally 

Date: Sun 20
th

 January 2019 

Time: 9:30 am – 5:30pm 

Location: Cruden Farm, 60 

Cranbourne Rd Langwarrin 

(three starts: from 8am - 

Melbourne, Stud Park Rowville 

and Western Port Marina, 

Hastings. All entrants in the rally 

enjoy a sausage sizzle at their 

starting point) 
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mailto:S62lawrence@gmail.com
mailto:treasurer@gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au
mailto:treasurer@gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au
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mailto:mikegunning@primus.com.au
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Purchase of the 
Property 

By Sue Lawrence 
 

As you are all aware, we have now 
finally completed the purchase of the 
property. It has been an epic journey 
which has tested the resilience and 
fortitude of all who have been 
involved in it. 
 
By 2012 GVC was well established 
and thoughts turned to whether we 
should purchase the property. The 
anonymous donation of $100,000 
which we had received, together with 
the funds which we were generating 
ourselves, made the concept very 
possible. 
 
Initially Murray Goulburn was not 
very interested but eventually MG 
directors, John Vardy and Ian 
Macaulay were able to persuade the 
other directors that it was 
appropriate to sell off the building. 
The purchase price of $200,000 was 
agreed upon with the purchasers (us) 
to bear all costs. 
 
The original proposal was for there to 
be a 3-lot subdivision with Murray 
Goulburn retaining 2 of these and the 
third being sold to ourselves. After a 
period of several years this was 
ultimately found to be unworkable 
both in relation to access and the 
provision of services.  
 
So, plan two was developed and 
eventually implemented. This 
involved the creation of a 2-lot 
subdivision with the boundary being 
very close to the western wall. Some 
negotiations took place to enable us 
to receive a much larger parcel than 
initially intended.  Agreement was 
finally reached however with no 
increase to the original price. 
 
The property then had to be 
resurveyed for a second time which 
again took time.  
Planning issues arose including a road 
access upgrade (at the front gate) 

and the installation of an 
independent water connection. The 
water connection took on a life of its 
own as it had to run from the main 
road to our property.  
 
Simultaneously, we needed to 
consider firefighting requirements. 
This came down to a decision as to 
whether to install a very very large 
storage tank OR a large high flow 
pipeline. Our initial investigations 
into this took us down an incorrect 
path and again we lost a great deal of 
time during the process.  
 
By this stage we had concluded that 
we needed to get a professional to 
try and manage the necessary steps 
for the subdivision. We appointed 
Mike Smith building consultant in 
Sale who took on the job and did an 
amazing job of pulling everything 
together over a number of years. 
And so, we all breathed a sigh of 
relief – but wait there is more. 
 
Right at the end, Murray Goulburn 
sold its assets to Saputo and as is 
established practice they put a caveat 
on all MG Assets. More negotiation 
and with great cooperation of both 
parties we got agreement that the 
land involved would not be 
transferred to Saputo until the 
subdivision was finalised. 
 
At the end of the day there was 
general agreement from the 
professionals who had been involved 
over the years, that this was as 
complex a sub-division as they had 
seen. 
 
And that my friends, is why it took 6 
years and we are celebrating its 
conclusion!!!!!! 
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Our next display “Hillbillies and 
Flappers” features cars that were 
designed and built pre 1930. The 
following is an article about one of 
the cars that will be on display. 
 

 
DE DION BOUTON - 8 H.P. 

TYPE  BN 
Introduced in 1908 for the 

1909 season 
By Dr. John Ward 

De Dion-Bouton was a French 
automobile manufacturer and railcar 
manufacturer operating from 1883 to 
1953. The company was founded by 
the Marquis Jules-Albert De Dion, 
Georges Bouton, and Bouton's 
brother-in-law Charles Trépardoux. 
The company was formed after De 
Dion in 1881 saw a toy locomotive in 
a store window and asked the 
toymakers to build another. 
Engineers Bouton and Trépardoux 
had been eking out a living with 
scientific toys at a shop in the 
Passage de Léon, near "rue de la 
Chapelle" in Paris.[1] Trépardoux had 
long dreamed of building a steam car, 
but neither could afford it. De Dion, 
already inspired by steam (in the 
form of rail locomotives and with 
ample money agreed, and De Dion, 
Bouton et Trépardoux was formed in 
Paris in 1883. This became the De 
Dion-Bouton automobile company, 
the world's largest automobile 
manufacturer for a time, becoming 
well known for their quality, 
reliability, and durability (from 
Wikipedia)  
De Dion Boutons were some of the 
earliest cars to be imported into and 
sold in Australia. 
 
 The history of this car for the last 
fifty years: 
The known history of this vehicle 
starts in 1960, when it was purchased 
in Yarrawonga from a butcher who 
was also selling a Silver Ghost at the 
time. The new owner, Richard Knight, 
began the restoration and replaced 
the wheels which were made by a 
local wheelwright. He also had a 

rough body manufactured by the 
local undertaker, which was out of 
proportion and then discarded. 
The car was then bought by Mr. 
Russell Stapleton of Bright. John 
Alderson was also restoring a De Dion 
and was able to borrow a timer, so 
two copies were made.  The engine 
was rebuilt by Mr. Jack Nelson who at 
that time worked for McGann and 
Miller Motorcycle Engineers of 
Preston. 65 pounds was spent on this 
rebuild. 
The body was reproduced from a 
photograph by the tradesmen at the 
furniture factory and is made of 
African Sapele Mahogany except for 
the fire wall.  This is laminated 
(waterproof), with a saw cut veneer 
on each face. Saw cut veneers of this 
type were not made after the 1880s 
and the material in this car actually 
was labelled “Made in Germany 
1888” and was in fact a table top. 
 It is mahogany then known as 
Spanish mahogany as used in 
Chippendale furniture 
 It didn't come from Spain but from 
one of her colonies - probably Cuba 
or Honduras. 
Other restorations done during this 
period were:- 

 The battery and coil boxes 
were made to scale from a 
photograph. 

 The headlamp fork, side 
lamp forks and tail lamp 
fitting are replicas as are the 
mudguards.  

 The hood fittings were cast 
from originals found in 
South Australia. 

 The car was advertised in Unique 
Cars Magazine and was bought by Dr 
John Ward of Metung in September 
1986. 
The next owner Dr John Ward of 
Metung repaired the oil and water 
pumps; but now able to drive it, 
discovered the gear box needed a 
rebuild. This was done at Parkin 
Engineering in Bairnsdale in1990.  
The leather boots and seals to the 
driveshaft were replaced at the same 
time. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Automobile_manufacturer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Railcar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marquis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jules-Albert_de_Dion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georges_Bouton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Locomotive
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/De_Dion-Bouton#cite_note-Wise-510-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steam_car
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Automobile_manufacturer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Automobile_manufacturer
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DE DION BOUTON (continued) 
Work continued:- 
- A top “cap” of the taillight was 

reproduced by Jonathon Smith a 
silversmith in Metung Oct. 1990 

- Hood bows were bent Echuca 
and fitted to the brass by Mr. 
Bob Christie a shipwright in 
Metung 

- Hood canvas from Lakes 
Entrance 

- Wood work and steering wheel 
repair  from Mr Vaughan Nitski, 
furniture restorer Lakes 
Entrance 

- Motor balancing using Phil 
Irving’s formula for single 
cylinder motors , Dec. 1991 

- Radiator strengthened and 
repaired by Mr John Matchen of 
Bairnsdale 

- Bright work by Morwell Platers 
- Chassis blasting and bead 

blasting 
- Fuel tank and cap repaired and 

coated internally with Tank 
Kreem 

- Intake valve carrier and guide 
remade Mr Hugh Kirby of GPS 
Engineering of Sale Sept. 1995 

- A new Zenith updraft 
carburettor and intake manifold 
was fitted in 2008 but this was 
unsuccessful but was then 
replaced by a grey Fergusson 
Tractor carburettor and now 
works perfectly 

- The trembler coil was replaced 
by a HT Coil Feb 09 

- The distributor was completely 
rebuilt  incorporating points 
from a Landcruiser 

 
During a run to Dargo in 2009 it 
developed a knock in the engine and 
so was dismantled again. The crank 
was repaired as was the crank case 
halves and the surface to crankcase 
barrel. 
Front wheel shimmy was fixed with 
none other than a steering damper 
from a VW Beetle. 
Last of all the correct intake valve 
spring was obtained from England in 
2012. 
 

As you know ownership is really just 
custodianship and work never 
finishes. 
         
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Americana 
By Jim Ballard 
Late February brings the New 
Zealand city of New Plymouth (pop. 
around 100,000) to an annual 
crescendo with some 800 American 
vehicles descending for 5 days of 
cruising, fun and frivolity. 
 
As a couple of old Stratfordians, we 
have been fortunate enough to have 
travelled the world visiting the 
various Stratfords of the World 
during their bi-annual reunions. 
During one such trip some 10 or so 
years ago we were travelling in New 
Zealand with our hosts John and 
Noeline, when we entered the small 
town of Inglewood. We were curious 
as to the many various American 
decorations adorning the town.  
 
Noeline said that as a car guy, I’d be 
interested in AmeriCarna which had 
been on in the previous week.  
Later Noeline showed us the pictures 
and article in the local paper and I 
was sold. 
At this time AmeriCarna was a bi-
annual affair and we’d just missed 
the last one.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When we arrived home I searched 
the computer for more information 
and I sent an enquiry; the 
AmeriCarna’s Toni contacted me and 
promised to let me know more about 
the next event, I wasn’t optimistic 
but true to her word they 
remembered us and sent through 
information and application forms 
once their next event was planned. 
This was the beginning of our regular 
jaunt to New Zealand. 
 
Unbeknown to me Chris had also 
been researching New Zealand North 
Island and coincidently an event 
which appealed to her happened to 
be scheduled for the weekend prior 
to the Americarna, on the eastern 
side of the island is Napier a city on 
the Hawkes Bay and home to Art 
Deco festivities. 
 
For those that might be interested, 
Napier puts on a fantastic festival 
which celebrates their unique city 
filled with Art Deco styled buildings, 
in fact, most everyone dresses in 
period correct attire for this 
auspicious occasion and promenades.  
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Americana 
(continued) 

The city is generally closed to 
vehicles, except circa 1920’s and ‘30’s 
cars which serve to present a truly 
unique experience. There are steam 
driven vehicles and the odd early 
electric car as well as plenty of 
pristine conventional motor cars all 
of which are exquisitely presented. 
But be warned, if you’ve been 
tantalised and are thinking of having 
a look at this event (which is highly 
recommended) then a bit of pre-
planning is required as 
accommodation is of a premium. 
 
Now the main reason for our visit 
was to attend the AmeriCarna in New 
Plymouth. New Plymouth is on New 
Zealand’s North Island on the mid-
west coast about 4 ½ hour’s drive 
south west of Auckland in an area 
called Taranaki, so named after their 
Mt Fuji lookalike mountain (also 
known as Mt Egmont).  
 
The Taranaki region is a beautiful 
dairy area in a setting of rolling hills, 
much like South and West Gippsland 
on a peninsula like protrusion with 
Mt Taranaki set in the middle, in fact, 
it’s probably on a similar latitude to 
Gippsland.  
This gives a great opportunity for the 
AmeriCarna troupe to drive around 
over the five days of the festivities.  
(For 5 years we drove the ’32 Ford 
Coupe and last year the Ford F 250)  
 

 
 
This unique travelling car show, come 
“Show and Shine”, actually achieves 
the impossible and moves some 800 
cars in convoy style to new 
destinations around Taranaki. Local 

towns welcome these auto tourists 
with great fanfare with bands, street 
dancing street food venders etc. as 
the cars engulf their CDB for an 
organised park for a few hours before 
they move off to another destination. 
The economic benefits are untold as 
1600 or more tourists descend on 
their town. All those women looking 
for a bargain or a unique gift to take 
back with them, manna from 
Heaven! 

 
 
Initially, AmeriCarna was held every 
second year and other venues 
around NZ were tried like Invercargill 
in the South Island but the 
organisers, John Ray and Toni Fabish 
found that basing the event in 
Taranaki, with its unique country 
towns, fantastic beach settings and of 
course the large city of New 
Plymouth a recipe for success too 
hard to pass up.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Through sheer demand from 
participants the event is now held 
annually and has gotten so big that 
John Ray has had to pass 
responsibility over to an events trust. 
It is unbelievable how many classic 
cars are hidden, and not so hidden, 
around New Zealand, most are in 
extremely good condition with a 
variety of hot rods through to 
Cadillacs, Fords, Mopar and Chevy’s 
all of a desirable condition.  

That’s not to forget the Vintage cars 
which engulfed Napier on the other 
side of the Island. 
 
New Zealanders are very welcoming, 
much like most Aussies. Of course 
you have to endure the banter of 
their rugby prowess and the 
inevitable under arm quip but we can 
highly recommend a trip to the other 
‘Down Under’ destination of New 
Zealand. 
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My First Car… 
A 1953 Morris 

Minor 
 

 
 

I was 18 years old and it was 1963 
and I was busting my neck to get 
some wheels. Dad was a handy 
amateur mechanic and I “helped” 
him work on his series of interesting 
vehicles from about 3 years of age. I 
clearly remember lying on top of dad 
under his Willys Tourer – probably a 
20s vintage model – as he performed 
some minor repair or maintenance 
on his first beloved car. 
 
I learned to drive in a Skoda – a rare 
sight on Glen Iris Road in the late 50s 
and early 60s – initially sitting on 
Dad’s knee and steering with mixed 
success. I remember he was very 
embarrassed when he tried to show 
off my driving skills to a mate in the 
back seat. He boasted how I could 
change gears from the passenger’s 
seat and I managed to almost destroy 
the gearbox by hitting reverse whilst 
trying to change into second. 
 
Dad’s other cars included a Ford 
Prefect, a Renault 10 and one of the 
first Toyota Celica’s in the country – 
red of course! - A gorgeous piece of 
machinery in those days drawing 
many admiring glances for its ahead 
of its time racy looks and 
performance. I just loved that car. 
 
Inspired by Dad’s love of cars I 
naturally craved something special – 
perhaps a little sporty number or a 
least something fast and flashy. 

However, Mum had other ideas.  
She looked firstly at safety – it 
couldn’t go too fast – and price 
because we had to borrow money 
from  rich uncle Al and I would have 
to pay it back on a teaching 
studentship. 
 
Thus, we acquired, from a family 
friend, a 1953 Morris Minor side 
valve, low lamp, in the traditional 
green so common to those vehicles in 
those days. It met all of Mum’s 
criteria – cheap (100 pounds) and 
slow – 40 mph flat out. But it was a 
great little car which Dad and I 
repainted (blue) after my first crash. 
(He had a second job as a panel 
beater, very handy). We replaced the 
engine after 3 or so years when 
excessive demands on its capabilities 
guaranteed its demise. 
 
 I covered a lot of miles in my beloved 
first car including getting bogged and 
nearly swamped by the tide at Sandy 
Point near the Prom. 
But I eventually had to “upgrade” to 
an FC Holden when I graduated and 
was posted to Sale in 1966. Again, 
rich Uncle Al was most obliging and it 
made easy work of the Melbourne to 
Sale jaunt. I often returned to 
Melbourne on weekends pining the 
city life (I’m definitely over that now). 
The poor little Morris Minor would 
never have coped and it met its sad 
end at the wreckers after the second 
engine blew. 

Neil Ross – May 31 2018  
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Important new 

information: 

Changes to 

Administration of 

Club Plates 
Graham Gunning 

CPS Secretary 

 

1. Club Plate Applications 

In a recent meeting of my Club Plate 

Team we determined that it was 

necessary to make some small 

changes to our administration 

processes to alleviate certain 

pressures on staff and to reduce 

inconvenience that we have exposed 

to some of our Club Plate Scheme 

(CPS) applicants / members. 

 

It was agreed that effective 1 May 

2018; all new applicants should 

make an appointment with the CPS 

secretary for the submission of new 

CPS applications.   This is an 

attempt to get ahead of numerous 

applications coming in at one time 

and having to wait while a single staff 

member tends to museum visitors & 

other demands first.    

 

By pre booking your appointment we 

can arrange for additional staff to be 

made available, when it is necessary, 

to attend to these new CPS 

applications which can take up to 30 

minutes to process (without 

distraction).  

 

It is essential that you book your 

appointment for a new CPS 

application to avoid disappointment 

when advised that your application 

will not be processed. 

 

 

2. Club Plate Renewals 
Please note, this booking process is 

NOT applicable to CPS Renewals.   

If you need a renewal signed you can 

present your Vic Roads renewal to an 

authorised CPS member at GVC 

between 10am– 1pm on a Fri, Sat or 

Sun and between 1 – 4pm on Mon. 

You can call 0409 667 096 to book 

your appointment. 

 

3. Vehicle Presentation & 

Photographs 
It is a requirement of Vic Roads that 

as authorised Club Plate Scheme 

facilitators, we must sight the vehicle, 

an applicant wishes to bring onto the 

scheme.   It is NOT sufficient for 

applicants to provide their own photos 

of the vehicle without CPS staff 

sighting the vehicle ‘in the flesh’.    

The processing of a new application 

will be refused if the vehicle is not 

presented at the time the 

application is submitted to GVC.    
This inspection also provides us the 

opportunity to take the specific photos 

that Vic Roads require us to hold as 

record of the said vehicle. 

 

4. Notification of New Club 

Plate Permit Number. 
Once an applicant has obtained all the 

processed paperwork from GVC and 

received their permit plate & log book 

from Vic Roads, the CPS secretary 

must be advised of the permit 

number for our records. 
If you fail to do so, your successful 

application can be cancelled.   Please 

ensure you advise the CPS secretary 

as soon as you have received the 

permit number by texting me on 

0409 667 096 with your name & 

new number. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT! 
Always remember to fill in your log 
book each time you take out your 
CPS car, motorbike or truck. Failure 
to do so invokes a fine of: 
$793 for a car 
Or 
$376 for a motorcycle less than 
500cc 
$793 for a motorcycle greater than 
500cc 
Or 
$1427 for a truck 
 

 

 

 GIPPSLAND 
ARMED FORCES 

MUSEUM 
Sale 

LOCATION - West 

Sale Airport 
 

OPEN - Saturday, 

Sunday, Monday, 
10am till 4pm: other 

times by 
appointment  

 
ADMISSION - $4 
adults, $1 children  

 
CONTACT - 

gafm@aussiebb.co
m.au    Phone: (03) 
5144 5500 (during 

open hours) 
 

Gippsland Armed 
Forces Museum 

Inc, PO Box 9177, 
Sale Vic 3850 

 

http://www.gipp

slandarmedforces

museum.com/ 
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Club run to Giffard 
West Hall Centenary 
27/5/18 
After meeting at the Museum at 10 
am  
to view the progress of the model 
display we set out for Sale where two 
other vehicles were waiting and 
some of the slower ones had already 
departed. After a brief history of the 
Hall / School and lunch for the 130 
odd attendees supplied by the CWA; 
some departed for “Barooma” 
Woolshed some ten km. away. Built 
in 1880 by the Zacher family it served 
as the district shearing shed until 
smaller farms were able to build their 
own. 
Now reduced to 175 acres, 
“Barooma” at its peak encompassed 
4600 acres and ran approximately 
11000 sheep and 300 cattle. When a 
new shed was built in the 60’s? the 
old shed was turned into a reception 
venue, however as with everything, 
OH&S and insurance issues finally 
killed it.  
Our thanks to current owner John 
Armstrong and his wife Kath for 
allowing us to inspect the premises. 
Participants –  
John & Chris Burley, 1954 Humber 
Hawk 
Leigh & Cheryl Sheilds, 1944 Ford 
GPW 
Peter Hibbert & Jean Downs, 1926 
Essex Tourer 
Phyllis & Denis Mynard, 1929 De Soto 
Sedan 
Steve Walsh, 1979 MG Midget 
Steve & Shirley Slater, 1959 FC 
Holden Sedan 
Keith Sears, XY? Falcon Sedan 
Ray & Bev Jago, 1953 Pontiac 
Chieftain Sedan  
Alan & Val Smith, Mini Cooper 
Peter Quennell & Sue Lawrence, 
Mazda CX5 
Jacelyn Wood & Kirsten Sheilds, 
Mitsubishi Outlander 
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Gippsland Vehicle 
Collection becomes a 
home owner 
Extracts from Media Release by 

Kellie Willis 
Volunteers, members and the 
executive of the Gippsland Vehicle 
Collection (GVC) celebrated on 
Sunday July 1 the purchase of our 
own home! 
Since its inception more than 14 
years ago, the GVC has been 
housed in a former vegetable 
dehydration factory, established 
by the government during WWII to 
produce rations for the troops, and 
which was owned by dairy 
company Murray Goulburn. 
The GVC has been using the 
building under the terms of a 
friendly peppercorn lease 
arrangement with Murray 
Goulburn. But this month, the 
purchase of that building by the 
GVC became official, with 
contracts signed, deeds handed 
over, and corks popping in 
celebration. The purchase was six 
years in the making. 
One of the region’s most 
significant tourist attractions, the 
Gippsland Vehicle Collection’s 
Executive had determined they 
wanted to purchase the building, 
and the land on which it is 
situated, as a way of securing the 
future of the organisation. 
“We are extremely proud of this 
achievement,” GVC president 
Graham Gunning said. 
“This has been an epic journey, 
and it is testament to our 
volunteers, the support of the 
community and the high esteem in 
which the museum is held, that 
such a significant purchase has 
been achieved without 
Government funding. 

“We believe that the ownership 
will provide us with some certainty 
in relation to our future and will 
enable us to continue to develop 
this wonderful museum,” Mr 
Gunning added. 
GVC vice president, founding 
member, and one of three men 
who came up with the original idea 
to create a vehicle museum in 
Maffra, Peter Quennell said he 
opened the GVC’s mail one 
afternoon to find an anonymous 
cheque for $100,000. 
The GVC decided to respect the 
donor’s attempt to remain 
anonymous, and not to attempt to 
find them, but Mr Quennell said 
that person had shown the GVC 
Executive that someone believed 
in them and believed that they 
needed to own their building in 
order to secure their future. 
“Their support gave us the 
courage and the wherewithal to 
continue,” he added. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Saputo Property and Facillities Manager, Sam Zaidan;  First 

President of GVC, Rob Nobl;, Maffra Business and Tourism 

Associations’s Kevin Read; GVC President, Graham Gunning; 

GVC Secretary, Sue Lawrence; and GVC Vice President,Peter 

Quennell 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

GVC Vice President, Peter Quennell and 

Rodney Carr 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paula Doherty, Elsie Shand 

and  

Elizabeth Wright 

 

 

 

 

 
Vice President, Peter Quennell and 

Rodney Carr 
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 How to Put a Vehicle on Club Plates with Gippsland Vehicle Collection 
The vehicle to be permitted must be more than 25 years old. A modified vehicle must comply with parameters of the 
VicRoads instruction “VSI 33” to be accepted under the historic category. Otherwise the vehicle may be subject to the new 
Modified vehicle category. See VicRoads for further information, 
The vehicle owner must be a current financial member of Gippsland Vehicle Collection (GVC).  
Current fees:  
$40 new applicants 
$10 renewing applicants 
$30 adding another vehicle to current membership 
 
The following documents must be completed and presented to a Club Plate Scheme (CPS) Officer at the GVC, 1 Maffra Sale 
Rd, Maffra:  

a. VicRoads Club Permit Application Form 
b. Current Certificate of roadworthiness 
c. Completed Club Permit Agreement form from GVC 
d. Current Membership of GVC. Note: The vehicle must be registered in the name of the GVC member, - family is 

insufficient. 
 
The vehicle must be presented for identification and date marked photographs when submitting documents at above 
address (new applicants). 
Assistance can be provided in completing the relevant forms if necessary. All GVC forms can be found on the GVC website. 
www.gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au/club-plates/ 
VicRoads permit application forms can be obtained from any VicRoads office or online at www.vicroads.vic.gov.au 
Appropriate membership and GVC CPS fees paid in full, the VicRoads Club Permit will be signed by GVC CPS Officer and the 
required photographs taken. 
A GVC CPS officer will complete and sign a VicRoads Eligibility & Standards Declaration Form. The owner of the vehicle 
must be a name of a member. 
The Vehicle owner must then present the completed and signed VicRoads Club Permit Application and original RWC to a 
VicRoads Office and pay the relevant permit fee applicable to 45 or 90 days.  
Upon receipt of a vehicle Permit Plate from VicRoads (red Plate), GVC must be advised of the plate and expiry date. 
Email to: admin@gipplsandvehiclecollection.org.au or Phone GVC CPS secretary on 0409667096 
An appointment must be made with GVC to process documentation. Please call 0409667096 
 

For information relating to all aspects of the CPS scheme check out The VicRoads site: 
https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/registration/limited-use-permits/club-permit-scheme 

 

New Members 
Anthony Bakker Michael Barton Anthony Byrne 
Harry Carrington Danny Despard Karl Dobson 
Vivian Faulkner Sherran Howlett Malcolm Jensen 

Brian Kenton David McQuillen Lisa Newton 
Paul O'Brien Max O'Doherty Chris Owens 
Tristan Ray Brett Reeves Adam Robertson 

Anita Robinson Joe (A.L.) Rourke Gregory Rule 
Jessica Saunders Bonnie James Scott - 

O'Sullivan 
Jake Van Doorn 

 

Mitch Whykes Mark Wingate  

   

Membership Application forms are available on the Committee page: 

www.gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au 

 
 

Welcome to our new members.  
You will by now be receiving our bi-
monthly events calendars, and we 
hope to see you at our upcoming 
events, or just dropping in at the 
museum, having a cuppa, or 
perhaps dusting a car or two on a 
Friday. 
Our aim is to share our interest in 
historic motoring.  We invite you to 
all GVC events or meetings and 
welcome comment about the 
running of your motor museum. 

http://www.gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au/club-plates/
http://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/
mailto:admin@gipplsandvehiclecollection.org.au
https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/registration/limited-use-permits/club-permit-scheme
http://www.gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au/
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Did you know that we have several hundred manuals for all different makes and models of cars, motorcycles and 
even tractors!!!!!  
They include Fords, BMC’s, Holdens, Mazdas, Mitsubishis,Toyotas, Nissans, Chryslers, Italian and French vehicles 
to name but a few. 
In addition there are general manuals covering different vehicle parts and engines and a variety of truck, motorcycle 
and tractor manuals that cover all sorts of models and years. 
So if you are about to restore a vehicle why not check out our manuals – you never know there might just be one for 
your car. 
You are free to come and look at the manuals in the library and we will photocopy any pages you require. Manuals 
can’t be removed from the library. The manuals are well organised and should be easy to navigate. 
   

For a full listing have a look on our web page. gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au 
PLEASE TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS RESOURCE –  

IT IS YOURS TO MAKE USE OF. 
 

http://www.gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au/
http://www.gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au/
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We have joined a loyalty program with Rare Spares, a company that specialises in supplying new and refurbished parts for many 
classic cars mainly Holden and Ford but they also source parts for classic Japanese cars and British cars as well.  
Check out their website: www.rarespares.net.au or like them on Facebook: https:www.facebook.com/rarespares. 
 

 
 

 

http://www.rarespares.net.au/
https://www.facebook.com/rarespares
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Postage 
Paid 

If undelivered return to: 
GIPPSLAND VEHICLE COLLECTION, 
P.O. Box 806, Maffra, VIC, 3860 

 

 

 

 

A BIG THANKYOU TO ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS AND WORKERS. 
 

www.gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au 


