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News From The 

Shed 

Graham Gunning, President GVC 

Coming Up 
We have well and truly moved into 

2018 now with our next big event focus 

being our ‘Mopar’ Chrysler Display in 

early March.  There is always a hive of 

activity in the shed on our changeover 

days and we appreciate the manpower 

support that volunteering members 

provide. 

On Sunday 11
th

 March we have an 

Open Day planned to usher in the new 

display.   These are big days with 

members and visitors bringing their 

pride and joy out for a terrific outdoors 

display to compliment the indoor 

offerings.   We encourage the Mopar 

brand to have a strong presence but all 

are welcome and appreciated. 

On 22
nd

 April we will be conducting our 

GVC Swap meet.   This is our third 

SWAP meet event and they have proven 

to be very successful in previous years,   

both financially and socially as we 

engage with a very committed SWAP 

meet community.   This is also a big 

manpower event and will need your 

assistance to continue its success.  

Should you be able lend a hand on at 

any of these events, please contact Sue 

who will be able to gainfully employ 

you to make the days a success. 

Capital Works and Property 

Purchase: 
If you have been anywhere near the 

shed in the last month you will have 

noticed significant capital works going 

on.   To meet the final criteria for the 

sub-division (which will lead us to the 

settlement of the property purchase) an 

independent water service and 

subsequent fire service needed to be 

established.   This work has now all but 

finished and passed its Gippsland Water 

test so we are readying ourselves to 

finalise the sub-division and sale.   

There are some timeframes that we will 

have to work within to proceed through 

the legal process of the purchase but I 

am excited to report that we are hoping 

to finalise this within months.   For 

those of us that have been around for a 

while (a long while) this process has 

been just a bit of a marathon but we are 

really close.   It is very appropriate to 

thank those previous Presidents, 

Executive teams, GAM members and 

club members who have stayed the 

course and put in the hard yards over 

the many years it has taken to get to this 

point. 

New Permanent Display 
Upon the securing of the property, it 

will be full steam ahead to develop a 

new display facility that will present 

one of the largest miniature vehicle 

displays in Victoria, or perhaps in 

Australia.   I can see this appealing to 

not only car enthusiasts which our 

current Museum cater to, but also to an 

entire new group of enthusiasts that will 

come from near and far to see what we 

have.   There is a model of our planned 

development in a glass display case near 

the front of the car museum.   Take the 

time to check it out.   I believe you will 

be impressed.   Thanks must go to the 

executive team, Andrew Gallagher and 

the person donating the models (who 

wishes to remain anonymous).   Lots of 

work has gone into the planning for this 

development and the pursuit of funds to 

support the venture.   It will bring a 

shine into the shed that is well worth 

every effort.   (continued P2) 

 

 

Shed Torque 
A  N E W S L E T T E R  F O R  G I P P S L A N D  V E H I C L E  

C O L L E C T I O N  V O L U N T E E R S  

M A R C H  2 0 1 8  
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News from the Shed 

(continued...) 
We are hoping to begin the building 

structure for these models within a few 

months.   Good things are happening 

and you should be proud and inspired 

by what the future holds for our 

organisation. 

Honoured reflection  
It was a very sad occasion for many of 

the club’s members who said a 

premature goodbye to Ian and Jan 

Kennedy in early November.   A tragic 

accident took their lives before their 

time and we miss them intensely and 

their enormous contribution.   I do not 

know where Ian found all the hours to 

give to the many endeavours he initiated 

in the club.   We have felt Ian and Jan’s 

absence already and welcome others 

stepping forward to help out.   So if you 

have been thinking about getting a bit 

more involved in the club, now is a 

great time to act on it.   I would be 

happy to speak with anyone who is keen 

to contribute to the continued success of 

the Gippsland Vehicle Collection.    

You will see a heartfelt tribute to Ian 

and Jan in these pages from Duncan.   

Thank you Duncan for this tribute, on 

behalf of your long standing friendship 

with Ian and Jan, and on behalf of the 

executive team.   To the members, I 

encourage you to read it, reflect and be 

thankful for their lives which they gave 

as a gift to us all.   Our heartfelt support 

and condolences continue to go out to 

the family.   I believe we will be making 

a permanent tribute within the museum 

to honour their support. 

Final Thoughts 
It has been a journey of change for the 

executive team as I have endeavoured to 

streamline some of our processes and if 

permitted to, I look forward to the 

challenge of streamlining other 

processes within the club that will 

spread the workload (that is huge) over 

more of our members shoulders. 

Leigh Shields has done a remarkable 

job of transitioning his role into more of 

a team approach to sourcing display 

vehicles.   A man of few words Leigh, 

but we really appreciate all you have 

done with display over many years.   

Your actions speak louder than your 

words (most often anyway).   Leigh has 

been developing a team to spread the 

display workload and responsibility 

over more shoulders and despite it 

having its share of challenges, he is 

making head way.   Good job. 

Display is just one of the areas targeted 

for restructure.   There is a sub-

committee that is identifying our key 

function components of the club/ 

museum and we are endeavouring to 

recruit into these departments and 

empower leaders to lead their teams 

with more effective resources. 

 I understand change is not always easy 

but sometimes it is necessary so we can 

capture the new opportunities that 

present themselves in the future.   I 

appreciate your support in these changes 

and will look for your input to best 

facilitate them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We now sell the 

Penrite  

Classic range. 

 

 
 

Let us know what 

products you would like 

us to stock? 

 

MAFFRA 

SUGAR BEET 

MUSEUM 

Maffra 

Now open 1st 

Sunday each 

month 10am – 4pm 

http://www.maffra.n

et.au/heritage/musm

af.htm 

 

 
 

www.mechnair.com.au 

Dates to remember: 

Car Cleaning: 10am every Friday 

morning 

 

Members General Meetings: 1st 

Wednesday every EVEN month at 

7:30pm (February, April, June, 

August, October, December).  All 

members welcome. Come along and 

get to know other likeminded 

members. 

Opening Times: 

FRIDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY 

& MONDAY 10am to 4pm 

Every day during school holidays 

and Public Holidays 

(Closed Good Friday, 1/2 day 

Anzac Day & Christmas Day) 

Subs and Year End: - Please note 

that our subs are based on a 

financial ending of 30
th

 June 

annually.  If you still have subs 

outstanding, please remit ASAP. 

 

http://www.maffra.net.au/heritage/musmaf.htm
http://www.maffra.net.au/heritage/musmaf.htm
http://www.maffra.net.au/heritage/musmaf.htm
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Event Calendar 
Date: Wed 7

th
 March 2018 

Time: 2:30pm  

Location: GVC 

Event name: O’Shanessy’s Tours 

Coach of about 25 visitors 

 

Date: Fri 9
th

 March 2018 

Time: 9:30am 

Location: GVC 

Event name: NSW GTR & XU1 

Owners Club  

About 25 visitors. 

Date: Sat 10
th

 March 2018 

Time: 10:00am - 4:30pm  

Location: Marlay Point, Lake 

Wellington 

Event name:  50
th

 Marlay Point 

Overnight Yacht Race 

For more information regarding 
display call: 
Leigh Shields: 0429164763 

 

Date: Sun 11
th

 March 2018 

Time: All day  

Location: GVC 

Event name: MOPAR/CHRYSLER 

Vehicle display launch 

 

Date: Wed 4
th

 April 2018 

Time: 7:30pm 

Location: GVC 

Event name: GVC General 

meeting 

 

Date: Sat 21
st

 April 2018 

Time: 10am 

Location: GVC 

Event name: Northern Peninsula 

Car Club -30 visitors 

 

Date: Sun 22
nd

 April 2018 

Time: All Day 

Location: GVC 

Event name: GVC Swap Meet 

For more information call: 

Peter Johnson      0427 455 513 
Ken McRae          0419 536 525 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on Page 4 

 

Executive Committee 

Graham 

Gunning 

president@gippslandvehicle

collection.org.au 

0409667096 President 

Peter Quennell peterquennell@wideband.n

et.au 

0412387102 Vice President, 
Assist. Secretary 

Sue Lawrence secretary@gippslandvehi
clecollection.org.au 
S62lawrence@gmail.com 

0428456614 Secretary,  
Volunteers, 
Booking Secretary 

Justin Robson treasurer@gippslandvehicle
collection.org.au 

0407886475 Treasurer 

Leigh Shields display@gippslandvehiclecol
lection.org.au 
us6owner@bigpond.com 

0429164763 Displays 

Rex Murray rex_diannemaurray@bigpo
nd.com 

0419312373  

Brian Castles briancastles@bigpond.com 0407517506  
 

John Spunner  0408558094  
 

Duncan 
Malcolm 

duncanmalc@me.com 
 

0402077111 Immediate  
Past President 

Mike Gunning mikegunning@primus.com.
au 

0402084302  

Ross Foster ford1929@hotmail.com 0409018415  

OTHER 

Caroline Duck cdurdu@bigpond.net.au 
 

0428456267 Shed Torque Editor 

Ken McRae curlymac54@hotmail.com 0419536525 Retail 
 

Peter Johnson dodgypeter@bigpond.com 0427455513 Swap Meet 
 

The Museum admin@gippslandvehiclecoll
ection.org.au 

0351473223 The Museum 

 

 

Volunteers: The Shed relies on our volunteers to keep the doors open. 

Can you help?  Half a day once a month or so is all we need, you will 

meet some lovely people and will be contributing to your Museums 

success and sustainability.  

Our volunteers provide a personalised experience for visitors and are a 

big part of what makes visiting GVC unique. 

We depend on a small group of volunteers to remain open and any offer 

of assistance will be warmly received, assistance and training provided, 

for roster changes please call Sue Lawrence on 0428 456 614 
 

mailto:president@gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au
mailto:president@gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au
mailto:peterquennell@wideband.net.au
mailto:peterquennell@wideband.net.au
mailto:secretary@gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au
mailto:secretary@gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au
mailto:S62lawrence@gmail.com
mailto:treasurer@gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au
mailto:treasurer@gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au
mailto:display@gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au
mailto:display@gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au
mailto:us6owner@bigpond.com
mailto:rex_diannemaurray@bigpond.com
mailto:rex_diannemaurray@bigpond.com
mailto:briancastles@bigpond.com
mailto:duncanmalc@me.com
mailto:mikegunning@primus.com.au
mailto:mikegunning@primus.com.au
mailto:ford1929@hotmail.com
mailto:cdurdu@bigpond.net.au
mailto:curlymac54@hotmail.com
mailto:dodgypeter@bigpond.com
mailto:admin@gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au
mailto:admin@gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au
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MOPAR/CHRYSLER 
DISPLAY 

The term Mopar was first used by 
Chrysler in the 1920s and was 
introduced as a brand starting in 1937. 
Mopar parts are original equipment 
manufactured parts for Chrysler 
vehicles. The term “Mopar” has passed 
into broader usage among car 
enthusiasts as an unambiguous 
reference to the parent company 
Chrysler Group LLC. 
The term has consequently become an 
inclusive word for any Chrysler-built 
vehicle—most any Dodge, Chrysler 
(Valiant), Plymouth, Imperial, DeSoto or 
Dodge Trucks, (plus Jeep vehicles built 
after Chrysler's 1987 buyout of 
American Motors) and, since 2011, Fiat 
and Alfa Romeo following Fiat's 
takeover of  
Chrysler.  
 
The following article is about one of the 
cars on display at the shed, an R Series 
Valiant; one of only 1008 that were 
fully imported from the USA in 1962.  

 
1962 “R” Series Valiant RV1-4-

251; owned by 
Mal & Sandy Trull,  Alice Springs 

 
This car has been in our family since 
1972.  I purchased this car in 
Melbourne after crashing and writing 

off my first “R” Series. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

I then sold it on to my younger brother.  
After he retired it in favour of a Charger 
it languished in his shed until 2001   
when I purchased it back.  
 I then began a restoration lasting five 
years.  As most of the original 
mechanical parts had gone, and the 
body was in a sad state, I decided to 
build a tourer with modern mechanical 
parts rather than try and get it back to 
original, pristine condition. 
These cars were fully imported from 
the USA but were locally assembled in 
Australia by Chrysler in Adelaide. 
They came standard with a 225 cubic 
inch ‘Slant Six’ engine and coupled with 
either the 3 speed manual or an 
automatic transmission. 
The brakes were all drum brakes with 
optional power assistance. 
The modifications I have carried out are 
by no means radical and are aimed at 
updating the car to current accepted 
braking and handling standards. 
We use the car almost every day and it 
earns its living towing either a caravan 
or a car trailer to many rallies and 
shows around the country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Modifications that I have done. 
Suspension: 

1. The front suspension has not 
been modified except for the 
addition of an anti-sway bar 
from a 1969 Valiant Pacer.  I 
have renewed all ball joints 
and rubber bushes using 
Nolathane  

2. Rear suspension is standard 
Valiant 5 leaf springs with all 
bushes replaced again with 
Nolathane. Springs have been 
reconditioned. (continued p5) 

Event Calendar 
Date: 19

th
 & 20

th
 May 2018 

Time: All Day  
Location: Gordon Street Reserve, 
Heyfield 
Event name: Heyfield Vintage 
Machinery Rally 
Vintage tractor pull, stationary 
engines, steam engines, 
Memorabilia, vintage trucks, cars, 
motorbikes etc. 
For more information call: 

Barb Cook: 0428480534 

 

Date: Wed 6
th

 June 2018 

Time: 7:30pm 

Location: GVC 

Event name: GVC General 

Meeting 

 

Date: Sun 8
th

 July 2018 

Time: All day 

Location: GVC 

Event name: “Hillbillies and 

Flappers” (pre 1930) 

Vehicles display launch 

 

Date: Wed 1
st

 Aug 2018 

Time: 7:30pm 

Location: GVC 

Event name: GVC General 

Meeting 

 

Date: Wed 3
rd

 Oct 2018 

Time: 7:30pm 

Location: GVC 

Event name: GVC General 

Meeting 

 

Date: 30
th

 – 20
th

 Oct 2018 

Time: 10 day tour 

Location: Throughout Gippsland 

Event name:  RACV Federation 

Tour (more information next issue) 

 

Date: Sun 11
th

 Nov 2018 

Time: All Day 

Location: GVC 

Event name: Jitterbugs to 

Boogie Woogie (1930 -1950) 

Vehicles display launch 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
First R Series 1972 Rolled 12 times 
Oops! I owned this car until 1981. 

 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Original_equipment_manufacturer#Automotive_parts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Original_equipment_manufacturer#Automotive_parts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dodge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chrysler
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plymouth_(automobile)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imperial_(automobile)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/DeSoto_(automobile)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jeep
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Motors
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fiat_Automobiles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfa_Romeo
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1962 “R” Series Valiant RV1-4-
251 (continued) 

Brakes 
Front brakes are standard Chrysler discs 
taken from a 1979 CM Valiant. 
Rear brakes are XF Falcon callipers VJ 
Valiant rotors.  
Master cylinder and booster unit are 
from the same CM Valiant as the front 
brake assemblies.   
This master cylinder is the same unit as 
used on XE/XF Falcons and is 
compatible with the rear discs.   
Front/Rear bias is built into the master 
cylinder. 
 
Steering 
Steering is power rack and pinion using 
VN Commodore rack installed with a 
cradle kit.  Cradle is bolt-in using 
original steering box mounting holes. 
 
Rear Axle  
Rear axle unit is from a 1969 Valiant 
‘Pacer’ it was a 7 3/4 inch Borg Warner 
LSD unit and runs a 3.45:1 ratio as 
opposed to 3.23:1 standard Borg 
Warner unit. 
 
Engine 
Engine is the standard 225 slant six.  
I originally fitted triple 1 ¾ SUs but have 
now converted to EFI. 
 
Gearbox 
Transmission is a Borg Warner T5 from 
a VP Commodore.  This is married to 
the original Valiant bell housing via an 
adapter plate and uses a Valiant clutch 
and flywheel. 
Body 
The body of the car has been stripped 
to bare metal and any rust or body 
damage repaired by either replacing 
entire panels at the factory spot welds 
or mig welding repair sections into the 
damaged area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The opening day of our MOPAR Display 
will   be a fundraiser for the charity 
“Soldier On”. 
About Soldier On 
Soldier On supports men and women 
around Australia who have been 
physically or psychologically wounded 
in the service of their country.  
Through fundraising, they can support 
these men and women, and their  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
families, by providing them with 
opportunities to enhance their 
rehabilitation with inspiring activities; 
funding for high quality equipment and 
world’s best care; and securing their 
future through education and 
employment support. 
Every dollar donated to the charity is 
spent on helping wounded Australians. 
By raising funds for Soldier On, you 
know you are directly helping wounded 
Australians. Fundraising will help many 
of our wounded to have an improved 
quality of life 
There are both seen and unseen 
wounds, which will affect these men 
and women for the rest of their lives, so 
it’s your investment that can transform 
the lives of many wounded families. 
 

 

 

FOR SALE 
Early 50’s Bondwood 2 berth caravan  

Probably a Little Pal 
 

Shannon’s valuation by photos $10,000 
Open to offers  

Mates rates for members 
Barry Steffen 

Ph: 51 480461 
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Model World Maffra 
by Andrew Gallagher 

Project Manager 
 
Last year the Club was given a very 
large collection of scale model vehicles. 
To do justice to this extremely 
generous gift, the executive were keen 
to display the collection to show it at its 
best. 
A project group was formed and 
planning began. A walk-in showroom 
with a facade of Maffra motor garages 
from the 1950-1960 era spreading 
across the width of the GVC has been 
drawn up. 
The facade width is 25 metres with the 
depth of the showroom, 8 metres.  The 
showroom will contain about 60 lineal 
metres of 1600 mm high display cases, 
many of which come with the donation 
and others to be built. 
The models are mainly Biante, Classic 
Carlectables, Apex and Trax. 
Australian vehicles predominate, with 
Holden, Ford, Valiant and the largest 
collection of V8 Supercars in Australia. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Added to these are buses, trucks, 
construction vehicles, motorbikes, rally 
cars, sports cars, vintage, veteran, vans, 
fire engines, and many more. 
We have applied to The Latrobe Valley 
Authority, a State Government 
organisation, for funding of this project 
which if successful will provide 75% of 
the cost and the remainder coming  
from GVC funds and community 
donations in kind. Already community 
donations have been overwhelming. 
Thankyou  
We hope to open the showroom about 
midyear or a little later. 
I would like to thank all members of our 
project team for their ongoing support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SWAP MEET 22nd April 
2018 

DO YOU HAVE ANY 
AUTOMOTIVE RELATED 

ITEMS TO DONATE? 

With the annual Gippsland Vehicle 
Collection Swap Meet day fast 
approaching, there is now a good 
opportunity to clear out the back 
of the shed of any unwanted 
items suitable for sale on the 
GVC’s own Swap site.. 
Any car or motorcycle parts, 
collectibles and garage-enalia will 
be gratefully received. 
Items can be dropped off at the 
Maffra Shed or alternatively larger 
items can be picked up in the local 
area by GVC personnel. 
All funds raised will assist us with 
the expected increase in running 
costs post the purchase of the 
building. 
For further information or to 
arrange goods to be picked up 
contact: 
Peter Johnson 0427455513 
Ken McRae          0419 536 525 
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From the Archives: 

From time to time I thought I might 

delve into some motoring history related 

to Maffra and districts. For this issue I 

found an article relating to an early car 

trip up to Dargo in 1908. 

 

Maffra Spectator (Vic.1882 - 1920), 

Thursday 28 November 1912, page 3 

SCRAPS AND GLEANINGS BY 

COMUS 

 Seven motorcars whizzing down the 

street at Dargo was a sight never before 

seen in that pretty township, and is not 

likely to be again contemplated for 

many years. What a sensation they 

created to the inhabitants, and what 

disgust they caused the horses, the 

previous kings of the winding mountain 

roads!  

The chauffeurs were in their glory in 

describing the mechanism to the 

mountaineers, and they must be 

pardoned for "piling it on,"' as the said 

men of the hills would have done the 

like to them under different 

circumstances. The big white numerals 

on the cars were a source of 

mystification to one man, and he 

wandered about examining them. He 

was shy in acquiring information, but at 

length he approached a "chaf" and 

timidly asked the explanation.  

"Don't you know?" scornfully enquired 

the "Diamond" of the bunch.  

His car, by the way was in the nine 

thousands! 

 "Why, the numbers are to show the 

horse power of each car." 

 "Gee whiz,” exclaimed the 

mountaineer, and he gazed in respect at 

the machine. Then he paid a visit of 

inspection round the impromptu garage, 

and the tenderer of information gloated 

in triumph as he saw the inquirer cast a 

look of contempt on a rival car that was 

very low down in the hundreds. By the 

way it was a triumph in a motor trip for 

seven cars to take such a large party to 

Dargo and back without accident. There 

were naturally mishaps to the various 

cars, such as tyre trouble, firing of 

brakes and magneto delicacies, but 

these were all overcome.  

One car gaily triumphed over all 

obstacles as far as Bulgoback, but 

turned sullen at that stage, and all the 

day was spent in the endeavour to coax 

the magneto to life. Finally she 

hummed, and Dargo was reached, but 

sad to relate, the occupants arrived a 

long time after the conclusion of all the 

celebrations.  

The cars to make the trip were a 

Daimler, Ford, Ford, Overland, Buick, 

Austin, Itala, owned in order by Hon. 

W. Pearson, Mrs Hagenauer, Dr Hozier, 

Dr. Hagenauer, Dr Reid, and the latter 

two were supplied on behalf of the 

Government by Messers McCarey and 

Doran of Melbourne, who personally 

attended. Mrs O'Brien's F.N. car went as 

far as Bulgoback, and Mr and Mrs J 

Mills took their Siddeley Deasey past 

Stockdale, and from there on travelled 

per buggy.  

The honour of driving the first motor 

car to Dargo rests with Dr Hagenauer's 

chauffeur (Fred Diamond) some time 

back, and coming down Gee's Hill the 

occupants (the doctor and Father 

Curran) had an exciting experience, as 

half-way down the steep hill, the brakes 

refused to act, and the residents saw a 

blue streak pass at the rate of about 120 

miles an hour. Luckily the driver kept 

his head, and the steering gear acting, 

the steep hill on the opposite side pulled 

the car up. It was an exciting spin, and 

they were lucky to come out of it with a 

whole skin.  

An old man named Mathieson was 

riding along the road on Monday 

morning at the time of the return 

journey. The steed was not partial to the 

purring contingent and shied and threw 

the old man, dislocating one of his 

fingers, and causing abrasions to one of 

his hands. Mr Catani acted the Good 

Samaritan and offered him a seat in the 

car to his destination, and essayed to 

bring the horse along, but soon he 

landed on terra firma wrong side up, 

and was somewhat shaken, but not 

seriously. When Traill's was reached Dr 

Reid repaired damages, and the journey 

was carried through without further 

mishap. 
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My First Car 
By Jim Ballard 

Well I remember living in Lakes 
Entrance and being one of those kids 
who just couldn’t wait to get my 
license; eighteen, gees it took such a 
long time to come around. 
My older sister got her license first and 
dad arranged a good female’s car for 
her; a 1964 Vauxhall Viva. It was a very 
good car and it was driven by an elderly 
couple who no longer were able to 
drive, the paintwork looked original 
and it still had the plastic wrap on the 
back seat. 
In the meantime, some friends, Wayne, 
Steve and I pooled our money and 
came up with the required $60.00 to 
purchase an old Austin A40 which we’d 
found by the roadside for sale – of 
course we were sworn to secrecy as our 
parents would have given us a hiding if 
they’d known. We drove the car to my 
mate Steve’s place as his house backed 
on to some national park area and we 
could hoon the tracks. We all must 
have been around 14 years old at the 
time. 
Although barely able to see over the 
enormous steering wheel, coupled with 
managing the ridiculous four on the 
tree gear configuration, we burned up 
the bush. Regular Gelignite Jacks we 
were. Well until day three anyway 
when I lost control, snaking this way 
and that and coming to rest hard 
against a giant ironbark tree. With 
steam pouring from the crumpled nose 
and my mates climbing from the wreck 
abusing me, that was the last I saw of 
that car. It did get resold to another kid 
and with another radiator insitu it ran 
quite well, but I never got my $20 back 
and I thought fair enough as I was just 
keeping my head down. 
With all this driving experience under 
my belt I was privileged to be allowed 
to move my sister’s car onto the lawn 
and wash it. Just to get behind the 
wheel that car got a thorough detailing 
whenever my sister came home from 
Nursing School in Warragul.  

This all came to an abrupt end when I 
reversed the car unnecessarily into the 
garage after a wash while leaving the 
driver’s door ajar; you guessed it, I 
crunched the door on the concrete 
edging folding the door backwards. I 
was amazed at the lack of strength in 
those Viva doors. Of course my sister 
went mental but that was nothing 
compared to the old man’s rollicking. 
My driving days were temporarily over. 
I was lucky enough to obtain my license 
on my 18

th
 birthday. I still remember 

the copper who took me for my test, 
Stan taking me to Kalimna Jetty, making 
me do a three-point turn, then back up 
the steep hill towards the highway, 
stopping me halfway up and alighting 
from the car. He got back in the car and 
said to take off without crushing his 
fags which he’d placed under the rear 
wheels, otherwise an instant fail. That 
was incentive enough and with my left 
leg quivering on the clutch pedal I 
moved my dad’s Torana stealthily 
forwards without stalling and without 
going back for his fags either! 
By this time I’d begun my cadetship 
with the ambulance service earning a 
whopping $34.00 per week and living in 
Frankston. I’m not sure how I managed 
it but that wage provided food, rent, 
fags (yes, we all smoked back then) and 
some money in the bank to buy my first 
car. 
I remember a ‘bomb’ dealer nearby to 
work which I’d pass by as I walked to 
work. This bloke made Arthur Daily look 
legit! Anyway as a rusted on Ford nut I 
looked high and low for a Falcon which 
I could impress my friends with. Alas, 
I’d saved only $250.00 and that would 
only buy me a Holden. There were a 
few to choose from, my brother had an 
FC so I’d stay away from them and all 
the others were in some state of 
disrepair. All bar one down the back - a 
1963 two-tone brown and beige EJ 
Holden Special. There were minor 
blemishes like rust in the rear doors, 
but all in all a solid car. As my 
allegiances to Ford dissipated I signed 
up for my first legal set of wheels. 

 
 
The EJ came equipped with a powerful 
Holden grey motor, all EJ sedan and 
station wagon models were powered 
by a 138.0 cubic inches (2,262 cc) inline 
six-cylinder engine, producing 75 brake 
horsepower (56 kW), this engine had 
been in service since the introduction 
of the original Holden model in 1948. 
The EJ would be the last Holden to be 
equipped with this engine in fact, in the 
run up to the EH production, some 

EJ’s were sold with the Holden 149 

red motor. Mine was coupled to a two 
speed automatic transmission, but 
standard transmission configuration 
was three-speed manual.  
After a production run of 154,811 
vehicles, the EJ was replaced by the 
Holden EH series in August 1963. The 
1,000,000

th
 Holden, an EJ Premier, was 

produced on 26 October 1962 and this 
vehicle sits in the Birdwood Museum in 
South Australia. 
With my graduation to Ambulance 
Officer Grade Three came a pay rise 
and time to move the old General on. I 
bought a Falcon XA GS, both of which I 
wish I had sitting in my shed today. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  SHED TORQUE, March 18 

                               9 
 

Tribute: Ian and Jan Kennedy 
By Duncan Malcolm 
It is now three months since we were 
confronted with the very sad news that 
Ian and Jan Kennedy had died as a 
result of a road accident near Newry on 
November the 5

th
. They were travelling 

to the Maffra/Sale Motorcycle Club 
track at Newry to round off what had 
been a wonderful weekend of 
celebrations for the Maffra/Sale 
Motorcycle Club as it celebrated 70 
years of successful activities. The 
previous evening at a dinner, Ian had 
received a lifetime achievement award 
from the club, another amongst the 
many awards and recognitions that he 
and Jan had received from the MSMC 
and other clubs. Approximately 1000 
mourners came to the Maffra Hall on 
November 17

th
 to grieve, to honour 

their memory, to celebrate their lives 
and to support their family and each 
other. The memorial service highlighted 
their many interests, their love of travel 
and their dedication to their family and 
friends. As the funeral cortege 
departed the hall, the raising of 
helmets by the large number of 
motorcycle enthusiasts forming a guard 
of honour, was a poignant tribute.  
Jan and Ian’s interests and activities 
included the MSMC, the Classic 
Motorcycle Club, car rallies, including 
the RACV ‘Fly the Flag’ rally, amongst 
others and our own GVC, where they 
were highly valued members. Jan and 
Ian were well known in motorcycle and 
car circles for their organisation of 
rallies such as the Harold Parson’s Rally, 
the Ken Rumble Rally and the M2M 
Rally, as well as their participation in 
lots of others. Ian had also developed 
an enviable reputation as ‘The Captain’, 
on his many motorcycle trips into 
central Australia and Cape York 
Peninsula. Jan and Ian were very 
hospitable and often welcomed people 
to their home, where there was always 
a cuppa with Jan’s ANZAC biscuits, a 
spare bed or a space on the floor for 
overnight visitors and a ready supply of 
stubby holders, for a beer with Ian.  

Ian would proudly show off their 
growing collection of motorcycles and 
classic cars and Jan would sometimes 
recount memories of their most recent 
trip overseas, new friends made, old 
friends visited and the latest family 
happenings. Family was always 
important. 
Ian and Jan were an intrinsic part of the 
success of the GVC and from its 
inception contributed their skills; their 
energies and a commitment that 
helped make the club and the museum 
successful. In the early days before the 
museum was opened to the public, Ian 
spent many hundreds of hours with 
other foundation members, getting it 
sorted from a derelict mess to what we 
see today. After it was opened the 
input of hours continued.  He was 
largely responsible for the concept and 
much of the construction of the 
barbecue shelter and with his extensive 
contacts in several motorcycle clubs he 
was display manager for the motorcycle 
section in the museum. Jan contributed 
via the catering area including the 
canteen on open days, the two early 
fundraisers via the Maffra Mardi Gras, 
catering for visiting groups and clubs 
and her massive, often unheralded 
support for Ian. Between them, they 
brought their experience and 
organisation skills to the creation and 
running of the successful Melbourne to 
Maffra rallies. These are just a few of 
the contributions they made to GVC. 
It is impossible to cover and do justice 
to the breadth of their interests and the 
energy and the drive that Ian and Jan 
contributed to the many activities and 
areas they participated in. We miss 
them and will continue to do so as we 
extend our love and support to their 
friends and family. 
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Swap Meet 
Sunday April 22 

 
Three years ago, a group of Gippsland 
Vehicle Collection’s volunteers decided 
that GVC should run its own Swap 
Meet. In 2016 a small committee was 
formed and with fear and trepidation 
embarked on a journey, discovering 
“how to organise and run a successful 
automotive swap meet”.  
 
The first Swap meet was a huge success 
with people travelling from as far away 
as Melbourne to snag a bargain. The 
weather, as well as the offerings for 
sale and swap, have been fantastic 
both years and have kept the crowds 
happy and keen to come again. 
 
For many enthusiasts an 
automotive swap meet is a good 
opportunity to socialise with like-
minded people as well as a way of 
parting with some unwanted "gems" 
that have been gathering dust in the 
shed.  
 
It gets back to the saying "One man’s 
junk is another man's gold!" 
 
And so here we are again – remember 
to keep the 22nd of April free as we 
present our third Annual Swap Meet 
and Car Show. You never know what 
"gems" await. 
 
Car and motorbike parts, collectibles 
and garage-enalia will be the order of 
the day. The cost is $10 per site, which 
includes entry for one person and $5 
per person (buyers and sellers) 
thereafter.  
Sellers can set up from 7.00am and 
buyers should arrive from 8am. 
Camping is available with full catering 
on the day.  
For bookings phone  
Mike: 0402 084 302 and for other 
inquiries  
Peter: 0427 455 513 or  
Ken: 0419 536 525. 

So, if you have been looking for 
something rare, need to snare some 
parts, want to add to your collection of 
vehicle memorabilia, or have loads to 
sell, make sure you get there!  

Sunday, 22 April, from 7.30am. 
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Club Plate Information: 
All Club Permitted vehicle owners must make an entry in their log book every day the vehicle is used. This includes 

trips to GVC or events run by GVC. 
  

All GVC Club Plated vehicle owners must maintain a current membership status as we are obliged to report any 

vehicle whose owner ceases to be a financial member.  Our membership renewals are due 1
st
 of July each year.  

 

Contact Graham Gunning on 0409 667 096 regarding GVC club registered vehicles. 

 

Club Plate signing times: Friday, Saturday, Sunday, 10am -1pm 

Monday 1pm -4pm 

 

Please note: It is important to advise secretary@GippslandVehicleCollection.org.au  if you sell your Club 

Plate vehicle or take it off the road 

 

How to Put a Vehicle on Club Plates with Gippsland Vehicle Collection 
The vehicle to be permitted must be more than 25 years old. A modified vehicle must comply with parameters of the 
VicRoads instruction “VSI 33” to be accepted under the historic category. Otherwise the vehicle may be subject to the new 
Modified vehicle category. See VicRoads for further information, 
The vehicle owner must be a current financial member of Gippsland Vehicle Collection (GVC).  
Current fees:  
$40 new applicants 
$10 renewing applicants 
$30 adding another vehicle to current membership 
 
The following documents must be completed and presented to a Club Plate Scheme (CPS) Officer at the GVC, 1 Maffra Sale 
Rd, Maffra:  

a. VicRoads Club Permit Application Form 
b. Current Certificate of roadworthiness 
c. Completed Club Permit Agreement form from GVC 
d. Current Membership of GVC. Note: The vehicle must be registered in the name of the GVC member, - family is 

insufficiecent. 
 
The vehicle must be presented for identification and date marked photographs when submitting documents at above 
address (new applicants). 
Assistance can be provided in completing the relevant forms if necessary. All GVC forms can be found on the GVC website. 
www.gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au/club-plates/ 
VicRoads permit application forms can be obtained from any VicRoads office or online at www.vicroads.vic.gov.au 
Appropriate membership and GVC CPS fees paid in full, the VicRoads Club Permit will be signed by GVC  CPS Officer and the 
required photographs taken. 
 
A GVC CPS officer will complete and sign a VicRoads Eligibility & Standards Declaration Form. 
The Vehicle owner must then present the completed and signed VicRoads Club Permit Application and original RWC to a 
VicRoads Office and pay the relevant permit fee applicable to 45 or 90 days.  
Upon receipt of a vehicle Permit Plate from VicRoads (red Plate), GVC must be advised of the plate and expiry date. 
Email to: admin@gipplsandvehiclecollection.org.au or Phone GVC CPS secretary on 0409667096 
An appointment must be made with GVC to process documentation. Please call 0409667096 
 
Photos of the vehicle are required and can be emailed to admin@gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au 
 
 

mailto:secretary@GippslandVehicleCollection.org.au
http://www.gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au/club-plates/
http://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/
mailto:admin@gipplsandvehiclecollection.org.au
mailto:admin@gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au
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GIPPSLAND 
ARMED FORCES 

MUSEUM 
Sale 

LOCATION - West 

Sale Airport 
 

OPEN - Saturday, 

Sunday, Monday, 
10am till 4pm: other 

times by 
appointment  

 
ADMISSION - $4 
adults, $1 children  

 
CONTACT - 

gafm@aussiebb.co
m.au    Phone: (03) 
5144 5500 (during 

open hours) 
 

Gippsland Armed 
Forces Museum 

Inc, PO Box 9177, 
Sale Vic 3850 

 

http://www.gipp

slandarmedforces

museum.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 
Did you know that we have several hundred manuals for all different 
makes and models of cars, motorcycles and even tractors!!!!!  
They include Fords, BMC’s, Holdens, Mazdas, Mitsubishis,Toyotas, 
Nissans, Chryslers, Italian and French vehicles to name but a few. 
In addition there are general manuals covering different vehicle parts and 
engines and a variety of truck, motorcycle and tractor manuals that cover 
all sorts of models and years. 
So if you are about to restore a vehicle why not check out our manuals – 
you never know there might just be one for your car. 

  
For a full listing have a look on our web page. 

gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au 
 

PLEASE TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS RESOURCE –  
IT IS YOURS TO MAKE USE OF. 

 

You are free to come and look 
at the manuals in the library and 
we will photocopy any pages 
which you require. Manuals 
cannot be removed from the 
library. The manuals are now 
well organised and should be 
easy to find. 
 

New Members 

Ed Bail Peter Barnard Robert Barr 
Ian Bell Danny Bourke Noreen Brand 

Daniel Gilliland Phillip Gosstray Peter Gotts 

David Harrigan Jason Hennig Frank Ippolito 

John Lister Sandra McClelland Jared McTaggart 
Kerry Oatley Darryl O'Hara Richard Osellame 

Gregg Pratt Anthony Rose Alan Smith 

Malcolm Stewart Malcolm Trull Matthew Vaux 

James Wade Anthony Withell Charlie Woods 

   

Welcome to our new members.  You will by now be receiving our bi-monthly 
events calendars, and we hope to see you at our upcoming events, or just 
dropping in at the museum, having a cuppa, or perhaps dusting a car or two on a 
Friday. 
Our aim is to share our interest in historic motoring.  We invite you to all GVC 
events or meetings and welcome comment about the running of your motor 
museum. 

Membership Application forms are available on the Committee page: 

www.gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au 
 

mailto:gafm@aussiebb.com.au
mailto:gafm@aussiebb.com.au
http://www.gippslandarmedforcesmuseum.com/
http://www.gippslandarmedforcesmuseum.com/
http://www.gippslandarmedforcesmuseum.com/
http://www.gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au/
http://www.gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au/
http://www.gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au/
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We have joined a loyalty program with Rare Spares, a company that specialises in supplying new and refurbished parts for 
many classic cars mainly Holden and Ford but they also source parts for classic Japanese cars and British cars as well.  
Check out their website: www.rarespares.net.au or like them on Facebook: https:www.facebook.com/rarespares. 
 

 

http://www.rarespares.net.au/
https://www.facebook.com/rarespares
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Postage 
Paid 

If undelivered return to: 
GIPPSLAND VEHICLE COLLECTION, 
P.O. Box 806, Maffra, VIC, 3860 

 

 

 

 

A BIG THANKYOU TO ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS AND WORKERS. 
 

www.gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au 


