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Celebrating A 

Successful Year 
Together 

Graham Gunning 
President GVC 
Hi everyone, great to have you tuning 
in again and updating yourself on the 
developments of your club.   As we 
sail out of the colder weather and 
into what many say is the best 
season of the year in our region, we 
are enjoying more fruits of our 
labours.   Read on to find out some of 
the recent successes we have 
experienced at GVC and a bit of 
insight into what’s next. 

 
Strategic Change Can Generate 
Healthy Motivation and Success 
This year your executive team 
decided to review our Maffra Unit, 
Cancer Council Fund Raiser Event, in 
an attempt to attract greater 
engagement and wider participation 
of clubs and community.   It took 
some serious effort and co-
ordination which was headed up by 
Sue Lawrence who has done a 
marvellous job of communicating and 
connecting people in this new focus, 
especially those outside GVC. 
The result was a change of name to 
“Cool Cars Kickin’ Cancer”.   Ian 
Kennedy was responsible for both 
initiating and facilitating this event 
over the past few years under the 
title of “Tops Off for Cancer”.   This 
event was ready for a fresh focus and 
proved to have significant positive 
affect on our members and our 
community with significant funds 
raised to push toward this vital 
research. 

There was a wider variety of 
involvement from other clubs and 
individuals, specialised vehicles and 
special interest focuses.   Things such 
as the jumping pink Cadillac, an 
operational display of a rotary 
pistoned combustion aircraft engine, 
a hot-rod run from Sale to Stratford 
and then GVC, Alan Potter’s 
Humungas Mad Max Display; and 
even the police got in the act 
displaying their latest vehicle 
addition to the highway patrol fleet – 
a BMW.    
With strong support from our 
volunteers and forecast poor 
weather holding off, the event was a 
great success and the GVC, in 
partnership with Newry 8’s Hot-rod 
and Muscle Car Club and members 
from the Gippsland Motorplex, 
enjoyed a positive working 
relationship to produce a really 
worthwhile result.   Well done to all 
involved. 
As with more recent events of the 
past 18 months, an event review has 
been conducted so we can continue 
to improve what we do in the future.    

 
Your Model World Project 
Since the last Shed Torque our Model 
World Display has been completed 
and has attracted a strong interest 
from visitors far and wide.   Many 
hours have been employed, not just 
to build the facility to house the 
display, but also to present the 3,700 
plus models in their display cabinets 
in presentable order.   John Burley, 
Colin Moran & Ross Foster among 
others have put in an incredible 
effort to arrange the presentation of 
the models.    
 
 
 

Shed Torque 
A  N E W S L E T T E R  F O R  G I P P S L A N D  V E H I C L E  

C O L L E C T I O N  V O L U N T E E R S  

N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 8  

 
 

mailto:admin@gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au
mailto:cdurdu@bigpond.net.au


  Shed Torque 2018 

2 

 

Celebrating a Successful Year 
together (contin…)  

This was a massive undertaking and I 
commend not only those mentioned 
but all who have made significant 
contribution to make the Maffra 
Model World a spectacular 
attraction.    
This really adds another dimension to 
our already outstanding museum 
display.   There are some discussions 
in play to create cabinet space for 
members model displays in the 
future.   This would serve a great 
purpose to theme our model display 
with our life size display. 

 
Sunday Coffee Mornings 
I welcomed Bob Kilpatrick’s invitation 
to take responsibility for simplifying 
and facilitating our monthly car run 
and coffee morning.   I welcome 
further development of the social 
side of the club and the monthly 
Sunday runs fit well with particular 
members.   So come and connect 
with a few members on our coffee 
runs and enjoy the company, last 
Sunday of each month, the Wa-De-
Lock at Stratford at 930am.   You do 
not need to book, just front up on 
the day. 

 
2019 Rally 
Our bi annual Rally event falls in 
2019.   Our Club Rally (in the form of 
the M2M) has been reasonably well 
supported in past years with interest 
from members and non-members 
alike.   It is a lot of work when left to 
one or two individuals but a rally co-
ordination team would make this 
much easier to organise and 
facilitate.   A rally of some description 
in 2019 would be a great point of 
connection with other like-minded 
people and provide opportunity to 
enjoy your classic vehicle with others.   
We (the exec team) are keen to know 
of your ideas for a rally next year and 
would like to develop a ‘rally 
committee’ from club members that 
can develop their ideas and facilitate 
an event.   If you can make a 
contribution toward this end, we 
would like to hear from you.    

You can contact myself or our 
secretary (Sue) to find out more.   If 
you have not been involved before, 
we are looking for you.   New people 
bring fresh ideas and help us to think 
outside the box so to speak.  

 
Displays 
Our current display ‘pre 1930 
vehicles’ really has been outstanding.   
It is amazing the calibre of vehicle 
that finds its way to our show room.   
Coming up, our next display is 1930’s 
to 1950’s vehicles.   The theme is 
called “Jitterbugs to Boogie-
Woogie”.   Our change over day will 
be facilitated on Sat 27 Oct – usually 
starting at 830am.   These change 
over days have also been a great 
point of connection for those who 
can only make limited contributions 
and your assistance is invaluable.   
The open day for the new display will 
be conducted on Sunday 11

th
 Nov, so 

come along and enjoy a great 
morning and support your club at the 
same time. 
The rusty rockers will be playing at 
this next open day and there will be 
representation from the Lakeside 
Rockers of Gippsland to fit in with the 
theme of the new display.   It 
promises to be an enjoyable day. 

 
Thank You 
It is healthy to celebrate our 
successes and the effective efforts of 
our members and volunteers.   I 
would like to express a note of 
thanks to some of our volunteers on 
a regular basis, through my reports.   
You can never say “I appreciate your 
effort” too many times I reckon.   And 
though some might say I tread on 
dangerous ground because of the 
ones you don’t mention, this is not 
an excuse to say nothing or make 
some private thank you’s.   So here 
are two people who quietly go about 
their business in the club, who do not 
look for commendation but I believe 
are worthy of it. 
Our retail section of the club is 
organised by Ken McRae.    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 We now sell the 

Penrite  

Classic range. 

 

 

 

Let us know what 

products you would like 

 MAFFRA 

SUGAR BEET 

MUSEUM 

Maffra 

Now open 1st 

Sunday each 

month 10am – 4pm 

http://www.maffra.

net.au/heritage/m

usmaf.htm 

 
 

www.mechnair.com.au 

 

http://www.mechnair.com.au/
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Celebrating a Successful Year 
together (contin…) 

Ken does a brilliant job of finding new 
things to introduce to the shop and 
does a great job of making it all work 
well.   Since he has been in this role, 
he has increased the variety of 
products and helped the club to 
increase its profitability.   Many 
thanks to you Ken for your faithful 
work and commitment to improve 
our retail presence. 
Our club magazine ‘Shed Torque’ is 
organised by Caroline Duck.   This is 
an important part of communicating 
to you, the members, what is going 
on in your club.   She does an 
amazing job of gathering information 
and relevant / interesting stories. 
That is not an easy task to do.   She is 
persistent – and needs to be – to 
meet deadlines and produce this 
document.   Thank you Caroline for 
all the effort you make to keep the 
club magazine, not only available to 
all members, but for finding ways to 
improve its production. 

 
Final best wishes 
This may seem a little premature, but 
from me and your executive team, I 
extend best wishes for Christmas and 
a safe New Year.   My next report will 
be in February so it will be a bit late 
then.   As usual, we will be 
conducting our volunteers Christmas 
BBQ on the first Wednesday in 
December.   Hope to see you all 
there.  
 
Regards,    
Graham Gunning 
Mob 0409 667 096 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Quick facts 

One man’s lifetime collection -  Every box in pristine condition kept separately 

913 x Fords 613 x Holdens 
210 x Trucks 15 x Ferraris 
44 x Mercedes 31 x Jaguars 
60 x Brock cars 56 x Moffat cars 
63 x Johnson cars 26 x vehicles pre 1910 
284 x vehicles pre 1930 991 x vehicles pre 1960 
7 x vehicles painted “British Racing Green” 92 x Diecast Miniatures 1:64  
3370+models                                
Models never touched by hands (always gloved). 
 

What is your favourite model? 
 

 

 



  Shed Torque 2018 

4 

 

Dates to remember: 
 

Car Cleaning: 10am every Friday 

morning 

 

Members General Meetings: 1st 
Wednesday every EVEN month at 
7:30pm (February, April, June, 
August (annual General Meeting), 
October, December).  All 
members welcome. Come along 
and get to know other likeminded 
members 

 

Opening Times: 

FRIDAY, SATURDAY, 

SUNDAY & MONDAY 10am to 

4pm 

Every day during school 

holidays and Public Holidays 

(Closed Good Friday, 1/2 day 

Anzac Day & Christmas Day) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Event Calendar 
 

 

Event name: Jitterbugs to 
Boogie Woogie (1930 -
1950) 

Vehicles display launch  
Date: Sun 11th Nov 2018 
Time: All Day 
Location: GVC  

 

 
 

Event name:  ATHS 
Heritage Truck Display 

Date: 24-25th November 
Time: 10am -4 pm daily 
Location: Maffra 
Recreation Reserve 
 

 
 

Event name: GVC 
Christmas get together all 
welcome 

Date: Wed 4th Dec 
Time: 5:00pm onwards 
Location: GVC 
 

 
 

Event name:  Great 
Australian Rally 
Date: Sun 20th January 
2019 

Time: 9:30 am – 5:30pm 
Location: Cruden Farm, 60 
Cranbourne Rd 
Langwarrin (Three starts: 
from 8am - Melbourne, Stud 
Park Rowville and Western 
Port Marina, Hastings. All 
entrants in the rally enjoy a 
sausage sizzle at their 
starting point) 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Executive Committee 

Name Email Phone Role 

Graham 
Gunning 

president@gippslandvehicle
collection.org.au 

0409667096 President 

Peter Quennell peterquennell@wideband.n
et.au 

0412387102 
0351451103 

Vice President, 
Assistant Secretary 

Sue Lawrence secretary@gippslandvehicle
collection.org.au 

0428456614 Secretary 
 

Justin Robson treasurer@gippslandvehicle
collection.org.au 

0407886475 Treasurer 

Graham 
Gunning 

 0409667096 Club Plate Officer 

Leigh Shields display@gippslandvehiclecol
lection.org.au 
us6owner@bigpond.com 

0429164763 
0351411461 

Displays 

Sue Lawrence S62lawrence@gmail.com 0428456614 Volunteers, 
Booking Secretary 

Duncan 
Malcolm 

duncanmalc@me.com 0402077111 Immediate Past 
President 

John Spunner  0408558094  
 

Mike Gunning mikegunning@primus.com.
au 

0402084302 
0351472243 

 

Ross Foster ford1929@hotmail.com 0409018415  

Lynette Hume  0416 034677  

Vacant   Social Secretary 

OTHER 

Caroline Duck cdurdu@bigpond.net.au 
 

0428456267 Shed Torque Editor 

Ken McRae curlymac54@hotmail.com 0419536525 Retail 
 

Peter Johnson dodgypeter@bigpond.com 0427455513 
035145 5630 

Swap Meet 
 

Craig 
Greenwood 

 0456 456815 Motorcycles 

The Museum admin@gippslandvehiclecoll
ection.org.au 

0351473223 The Museum 

 

 

mailto:president@gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au
mailto:president@gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au
mailto:peterquennell@wideband.net.au
mailto:peterquennell@wideband.net.au
mailto:secretary@gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au
mailto:secretary@gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au
mailto:treasurer@gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au
mailto:treasurer@gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au
mailto:display@gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au
mailto:display@gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au
mailto:us6owner@bigpond.com
mailto:S62lawrence@gmail.com
mailto:duncanmalc@me.com
mailto:mikegunning@primus.com.au
mailto:mikegunning@primus.com.au
mailto:ford1929@hotmail.com
mailto:cdurdu@bigpond.net.au
mailto:curlymac54@hotmail.com
mailto:dodgypeter@bigpond.com
mailto:admin@gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au
mailto:admin@gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au
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2019 Club Rally 

By Sue Lawrence 

 

As many of you would know, we 

have held a bi-annual Melbourne to 

Maffra Rally called the M2M. 

Many GVC members and friends 

have enjoyed this event over a 

number of years and for some clubs it 

became a bit of a feature on their 

calendars. 

 

Ian and Jan Kennedy were the 

primary organisers of this event from 

which many have benefited.   This 

rally has been traditionally been 

conducted on a Saturday which 

culminated with a dinner that night. 

The participants stayed over either in 

Maffra or Sale and were served 

breakfast at GVC on Sunday 

morning. 

 

In principle the rally idea was well 

received and the executive team 

would like to encourage the 

continuance of a bi-annual rally event 

involving our members and other 

clubs as applicable, if we can find 

significant interest to facilitate and 

support it. 

 

2019 is the next scheduled rally event 

on our calendar.   It would be great to 

facilitate another rally and we are 

looking for expressions of interest 

from our members of your support for 

such an event and, in particular, a 

small group of people who would be 

willing to organise this together. 

 

We are open to new rally ideas and 

encourage you to be a part of this 

most rewarding experience.    It does 

not need to be facilitated from 

Melbourne  to Maffra and can have an 

entirely different format. 

 

So as we begin to plug things into the 

2019 calendar year please advise us 

of your interest for a club rally so we 

can get the initial planning organised 

& provide opportunity for your 

involvement. 

 

Please give Sue a call on 0428 456 

614 if you would like to discuss your 

ideas. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Event Calendar 
 

Event name: General 
Meeting 

Date: February 6 2019 
Time: 7:30pm 
Location: GVC 

 
 

Event name: Monthly Run 

Date: February 24 2019 
Time: 9:30 am 
Location: Wa De Lock, 
Stratford 

 
 
Event name: Lost 
American Cars 

Vehicle display launch 
Date: March 3rd 2019 
Time: All Day 
Location: GVC 

 
 
 

Event name: Bygone 
British Brands 
Vehicle display launch 
Date: July 14th 2019 
Time: All day 
Location: GVC 

 
 

Event name: Cars That 
Changed the World 
Vehicle display launch 
Date: November 10th 2019 
Time: All day 
Location: GVC 
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MG K1 Magnette 
 
Our next display is “Jitterbugs to 
Boogie-woogie”, 1930 -1950. 
One of the cars on display is a MG K1 
type Magnette owned by George and 
Marguerite Morgan. The following is 
an article on the history of the MG K 
series and some information of the 
car on display. 
 
In 1924 Cecil Kimber founded MG, 
the most popular British sports car 
marque ever. Surprisingly, his 
knowledge of car mechanics was 
scant. He actually preferred sailing or 
fishing to tinkering with engines, but 
had a love of fast cars and speed. 
However what Cecil Kimber lacked in 
technical ability he made up for it in 
business acumen. He had been 
working for the car tycoon William 
Morris and rose to become general 
manager of the Morris Garages chain. 
He realised turnover could be 
increased by offering special models. 
In 1924 Kimber started to refer to his 
cars as “MGs” (for Morris Garages) 
and by 1925 all mention of Morris 
was dropped and the term “MG 
Super Sports” was put on all publicity 
material. The development of MG 
sports and racing cars throughout the 
late 20s and 1930s defined the British 
Marque. At the British Motor show of 
1932, the MG K series of Magnettes 
was introduced. The idea behind the 
K series cars was to principally to 
assist Cecil Kimber with his desire to 
carry his racing activities into Class G 
(1100cc), this class fell midway 
between the 847cc Midgets and the 
1271cc Magnas. It was difficult for 
Kimber to justify producing a racing 
model on its own at that time hence 
the K1 and K2 models formed the 
basis for the important new racing 
model. 
K1 production was from 1932 to 
1934, with 181 tourer or pillarless 
saloons produced. Many today have 
had the chassis and body changed 
into the famous K3 racing models. 
Currently less than 20 cars survive in 
the tourer model. 

 
This car was imported by Ross Kelly 
of Queensland as a project car for 
refurbishment. A national MG 
concourse winner, the car was 
purchased by George and Marguerite 
3 years ago. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
.  
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HAVE WE GOT A 
DEAL FOR YOU!!!!!! 
 
Our next open display day is on 

Sunday November 11
th

 and will 

celebrate the launch of our newest 

exhibition –                  Jitterbug to 

Boogies Woogie (vehicles of the 

1930’s 40’s and 50’s). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What better way to celebrate than 

with our very own Rusty Rockers – 

The group was initially formed by 

members of the Gippsland Vehicle 

Collection to play at a social event we 

held to celebrate our 1960’s theme. 

Since then, they have sadly lost one 

of their members, others have moved 

on and new members have joined but 

they have continued to evolve and 

grow with their repertoire of songs 

ever expanding. They are in much 

demand locally and their mix of 

1950’s and 60’s music never ceases to 

get the audience singing, smiling and 

even dancing!!!!!!!!! 

 

To help you get into the mood the 

Lakeside Rockers are organising 

members from their own club and 

surrounding clubs to put on dance 

displays throughout the morning. 

 

So, bring your dancing shoes or 

simply come along, kick back and 

enjoy a return to the 50’s and 60’s. 

 

Oh yes…………….. and don’t 

forget to bring your cars as well!!!!! 

 

On a more serious note… 
 

We will pause at 11.00a.m. to 

remember those who lost their lives in 

the first world war.  

 

 

 

At 11 am on 11 November 1918 the 

guns on the Western Front fell silent 

after more than four years of 

continuous warfare. 

 

The allied armies had driven the 

German invaders back, having 

inflicted heavy defeats upon them 

over the preceding four months. In 

November the Germans called for an 

armistice (suspension of fighting) in 

order to secure a peace settlement. 

They accepted allied terms that 

amounted to unconditional surrender. 

 

The 11th hour of the 11th day of the 

11th month attained a special 

significance in the post-war years. 

The moment when hostilities ceased 

on the Western Front became 

universally associated with the 

remembrance of those who had died 

in the war. This first modern world 

conflict had brought about the 

mobilisation of over 70 million people 

and left between 9 and 13 million 

dead, perhaps as many as one-third of 

them with no known grave. The allied 

nations chose this day and time for 

the commemoration of their war 

dead. 

 

Visiting Tanks 
 

We will have two vehicles from Tank 

Adventures attending our Display 

Day. 

 

The first is an M113 MRV 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The M113 Armoured Personnel 

Carrier is an all-terrain vehicle 

designed to protect and transport its 

crew and up to ten Infantry personnel.  

It is designed for highway, off-road, 

cross-country and amphibious travel 

while combat laden. 

A huge number of M113 Armored 

Personnel Carrier variants have been 

created, ranging from infantry carriers 

to nuclear missile carriers. The M113 

armored personnel carrier has become 

one of the most prolific armored 

vehicles of the second half of the 20th 

century, and continues to serve with 

armies around the world in many 

roles 

 

The second is a Striker anti- tank 

missile launcher. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The FV102 Striker anti-tank missile 

carrier is a member of the British 

CVR (T) family of tracked armoured 

vehicles, produced by Alvis Vehicles.  

 

The first production vehicles were 

delivered in 1975. These anti-tank 

missile carriers are employed by anti-

tank guided missile batteries and 

reconnaissance regiments. 

 Initially the FV102 was powered by 

the Jaguar 4.2-liter petrol engine. It 

was a standard car engine; however, 

its power was down-rated from 265 

hp to 195 hp for longer service life. 

This engine was chosen because it 

was commercially available and had 

high power-to-weight ratio. Later it 

was replaced with the Cummins BTA 

5.9-liter diesel engine, which had 

better fuel economy.  

 About 120 of the Strikers were in 

service in 1991. Since then this has 

been gradually reduced. In 2005 the 

Swingfire was officially replaced with 

the Javelin anti-tank missiles to meet 

the new requirements and it is now 

the main anti-tank missile, used by 

the British Army. 

 

Tank adventures will be offering 

rides in the MRV from 9.00 at a 

cost of $25.00 per head. 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/M113_armored_personnel_carrier
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/M113_armored_personnel_carrier
http://www.military-today.com/missiles/javelin.htm
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Maffra Remembers Them... 
This year our November display 
opening falls on the 11

th
 of 

November which is the one 
hundredth anniversary of the end of 
the Great War (WW1). As mentioned 
in the previous article we will of 
course be pausing at 11am. We will 
also be part of the commemoration 
to the battle of Cambrai as the local 
hostel was named for this battle by 
local Doctor Neil Mc Cole in 1920 
after returning to Maffra from the 
Western Front Battlefields. There will 
be a march from the Cenotaph to 
GVC to join in with the tank displays. 
Below is an article I sourced from 
TROVE which was written towards 
the end of the war after the battle of 
Cambrai which conveys the bleakness 
and despair at this late time of the 
war. 
Gippsland Times, Monday October 

14, 1918 

DESPERATE DODGING 

GERMANS ARE 

ATTEMPTING TO AVOID 

KNOCK-OUT BLOW 
 (By Cable, from Keith Murdoch.) 

Australian Headquarters, 

FRANCE, Tuesday. 

Frosty nights, bleak days, and 

occasional bitter gales remind the 

British armies that winter is 

approaching, with its mud and slush 

of evil memory, but the men accept 

the addition of physical discomforts 

to the battle horrors with the same 

dogged spirit hitherto displayed. The 

days are becoming short, the tracks 

are choked with mud, and the battle 

fields have a grim, dark setting under 

threatening clouds. 

Yet the Allies strike and strike again. 

It is not hammering on the old lines 

like the operations at Passchendaele 

and on the Somme, with recurring 

blows on the same spot, but swift 

movements in changing sectors, from 

which the enemy has moved his 

reserves. On the German side it has 

become a desperate game of dodging, 

in the attempt to avoid a knock-out 

blow. The Germans rushed troops to 

Belgium to meet the Franco-Belgium 

advance, which the sheer congestion 

of the roads is delaying. This laid St. 

Quentin open to attack, whereupon 

the Germans brought troops from the 

Rheims district in order to stabilise 

the position there. 

Where the Germans anticipate the 

blow, as they did in front of General 

Sir William Birdwood's Fifth Army, 

they try to dodge it by retirement. 

They crammed the Hindenburg line 

opposite to the Australians, and 

thereupon the British found an 

opening across the St. Quentin canal. 

Allied Strategy Unified. 

Allied strategy has never before been 

unified over so wide an area and 

probably never before in history has a 

generalissimo had to swing armies in 

unison over so many hundreds of 

miles of a single battlefield, The 

question of the possibility of a winter 

campaign is being earnestly 

discussed. Costly experience has 

proved the impossibility of winter 

battles on devastated areas and crater 

zones like Passchendaele, where the 

battlefield becomes waterlogged, but 

we are now everywhere upon virgin 

green lands, and are approaching 

zones of undamaged villages and 

unbroken roads. No doubt if the 

Germans are given the winter to 

recuperate and build a new line, they 

will be able to make a costly fight in 

the spring. 

British Army Resilient. 

The British army's resiliency has 

surprised even its friends. Nothing 

can rob Australia of the honour of 

stopping the Germans' main advance 

and changing the enemy into a 

declining force, or Australia and 

Canada of the glory of the August 

pivotal offensive, but since then the 

British divisions have done a vast 

amount of aggressive work. When 

visiting them one is strongly 

impressed with the losses they have 

sustained. You have to go to the 

artillery to find many men who fought 

at Ypres, on the Somme and at 

Passchendaele. The artillery's losses 

throughout the war, especially in the 

recent phase, have been much less 

than those of the Infantry. 

Achievements Remarkable, 

The British have had little training or 

rest since the collapse of tusala 

necessitated the first intensive work 

of digging defences then came a long 

campaign of hard fighting. The 

achievements are all the more 

remarkable when the absence of 

training is remembered, though the 

British would have got far further 

forward in September and October if 

the stress of 1918 had permitted 

training in open warfare. 

The scenes in the forward areas to day 

teem with dramatic interest. You see 

French liaison officers bringing back 

tottering and aged civilians, shrunken 

and weak after four years of harsh 

captivity. The people manage to don 

their best black garments, now 

pitiably big and shiny green. You see 

the German dead widely scattered and 

left long unburied. Hundreds of little 

crosses have been placed between the 

trench systems of the Hindenburg 

line. 

A Red Retreat. 

The German retreat is a red retreat; 

red with fire and blood. Great palls of 

smoke overhang Douai, Lens, 

Cambrai, and Laon. The Germans are 

not burning the villages in the 

Australian sector, doubtless because 

they would like to regain the 

Hindenburg line, or at least to retire to 

the Beaurevoir system for the winter, 

but I have not seen a single stick of 

furniture left in the recaptured village. 

The Germans ransack the houses 

before their departure. They had 

charges of dynamite ready at Mont 

Brehain and actually blew up a few 

houses at Beaurevoir. They indulge in 

disorganised raping wherever they 

retire. In this they lack the old 

characteristic of the military sense of 

organisation. In its confused efforts 

the decline of the German Army is 

most clearly seen. The prisoners are 

haggard and unshaven. In these filthy 

trench systems, the mutinies, and the 

dirt and stench of the captured 

positions, there is visible the rapid 

deterioration of the German arms. 

Between the German decline on the 

one hand, and the fine young 

enthusiasm of the Americans on the 

other, the steadiness of the British 

Tommy's spirit stands out in contrast 

unchanged by his varied fortunes, The 

commanders gain the same implicit 

obedience from the officers and men 

as in the first flush of the war, and the 

battalions advance to the same 

undeviating frontal assaults. Some of 

the British battalions have been over 

the top more than a score of times. 
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My First Car… 

By Leigh Eames 
My first car was a 1956 Volkswagen 

Beetle. It was a ten-year-old car 

when I bought it. It was one of those 

older VWs with what I considered at 

the time a 'daggy looking rear end', 

but finances at that time just would 

not stretch out to buy the better 

looking big window model.  

I had been working in a VW motor 

garage for three years when the time 

came around for me to buy my first 

car. I had my mindset on a Mini 

Minor because a mate had one, and 

my father also drove a works Mini, 

but he also was helping me obtain 

my goal, and was adamant that I 

should get into a V-dub simply 

because I was working for a VW 

dealer, and therefore any spare parts 

needed and help to maintain it would 

be at hand and cheaper. Also it would 

look good in the eyes of the boss. 

Have to admit it, father was correct. 

 That car of course was the wrong 

colour in my mind, so with a coat of 

paint it would look much better. 

Then after a couple of country trips it 

was decided that some or all of its 36 

horse power needed attention. The 

car was registered GOA 205, and I 

deemed it could live up to its number 

plate and be a GOER with a bit of 

work. I quickly rounded up a set of 

twin carbies and after that found 

that valves and camshafts needed 

altering.  

That made it a much more 'fun' car 

to drive and I made do with it for 

three more years, covering much of 

the eastern side of Australia, until 

finances permitted a much later 

modern model to fill the stable.  

  

Having been convinced by the family 

elder to even get into a VW for my 

first car, that VW proved to be a love 

affair that would remain with me for 

many decades. That car got me to 

many parts of Australia, also got me 

into motorsports and above all got 

me into tinkering and earning a living 

for many years to come. VWs 

became my way of life, having owned 

some 40 or so of the beasts over the 

years. Some were of the rarer variety 

and some were rather boring and 

some were even troublesome and 

didn't get to stay long, but to this day 

I would still have an old VW if I could.  

   On basic reflection and given what 

a 1956 VW beetle sells for these 

days, I do wish I had the space and 

forethought to have kept that old 

Belgrave Blue 1956 bug.   

Statistics for an Australian 
assembled 1956 beetle. 
Two door sedan. 
Air-cooled rear mounted 1192cc 
engine, 65mm stroke X 77mm bore, 
and output 36hp. 
4-speed gearbox, synchro on 2nd 3rd 
and 4th only. 
Top speed 68mph (109kmph). 
(72mph if a tail wind was running) 
Fuel economy about 30 mpg. 
Hydraulic drum brakes all round. 
Visually unattractive at first, but 
grows on you as the fun factor kicks 
in.   
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Cool Cars 
Kickin”Cancer 

By Sue Lawrence 

What a fabulous day this turned 
out to be. The weather earlier in 
the week had been looking pretty 
ordinary so a few of us spent a 
few sleepless nights worrying 
about whether the day would 
even go ahead – No need 
however as the day dawned fine, 
the rain and wind stayed away, 
and the sun even peeped out. 
The Hot Rod run which was 
organised by the Newry 8’s Rod 
and Muscle club made a 
spectacular entrance to the 
museum grounds. The 
roundabout at the corner was 
blocked off for quite some time as 
50 plus hot-rods of all shapes and 
sizes made their way down the 
Stratford road and turned left 
before entering our grounds. The 
public delighted in seeing the 
many makes and models which 
adorned our grounds with eager 
owners only too happy to share 
the stories of their vehicles.  
Despite a bit of a hiccup with 
trailer, the PZL Dromader M18 
aircraft engine drew a large crowd 
as its engine roared and smoke 
billowed out. Max and his crew 
did a great job of transporting it 
to GVC and firing it up. 
And of course, no show of this 
kind would be complete without 
Alan and his Mad Max Humungus 
– I had the privilege (I use that 
word lightly) of riding on this 
beast in the Mardi-Gras parade a 
few years ago and seeing the 
enormous pleasure it brings to 
those watching when it starts 
breathing its fire. Our Cool Cars 
day was no exception as people 
gathered around to see the beast 
come to life.  

Big thanks to Alan and Karen as I 
know it takes a lot of man hours 
to enable them to put the beast 
on show. 
Wes and the Pink Cadillac made it 
up from Melbourne to Maffra, but 
they had a few problems with the 
vehicle which meant it didn’t 
quite perform as well as they had 
hoped. Notwithstanding that 
however, the kids loved it and 
Wes was so blown away by the 
event that he has promised to 
bring one of his mates next year. 
Wes tells me that his mate 
actually does shows in his 
Lowrider and that he is able to 
make it dance!!!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gippsland Motorplex provided 
some great cars and fired their 
engines up much to the delight of 
those surrounding them. Their 
feature vehicle was a 1969 
Volkswagen with a 351 Cleveland 
tucked into the front. 
By any measure the day was a 
great success raising $4,300 for 
cancer research.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our thanks go to Warwick from 
Shannons, Brad from Bricks to the 
World and David from Vern 
Graham for sponsoring different 
prizes and awards. 
This event could not have been 
run without the partnerships of 
the Newry 8’s Rod and Muscle 
Club and Gippsland Motoplex 
and I am delighted to say that 
both groups have agreed to work 
with us to run the event again in 
2019. 
Thanks also to all of you who gave 
us your time to help with all the 
tasks that needed to be done on 
the day. 
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 GIPPSLAND 
ARMED FORCES 

MUSEUM 
Sale 

LOCATION - West 

Sale Airport 
 

OPEN - Saturday, 

Sunday, Monday, 
10am till 4pm: other 

times by 
appointment  

 
ADMISSION - $4 
adults, $1 children  

 
CONTACT - 

gafm@aussiebb.co
m.au    Phone: (03) 
5144 5500 (during 

open hours) 
 

Gippsland Armed 
Forces Museum 

Inc, PO Box 9177, 
Sale Vic 3850 

 

http://www.gipp

slandarmedforces

museum.com/ 

 

Another unique vehicle on display in our Jitterbugs to Boogie Woogie 
display is the 1955 FJ Holden Panel Van, owned and exhibited by the 
RACV 
 
In 1955 RACV purchased a fleet of FJ Holden Panel Vans to replace a fleet of ageing Ford 
Prefects, the Holden Vans were larger and more reliable than the Prefects making them 
more suited to their role in roadside service. 
Their small rear window however, made reversing difficult! 
This vehicle was originally a butchers van in Wagga Wagga NSW and was purchased by 
the RACV in early 1989 with restoration to Patrol Vehicle status being completed by the 
end of the year. 
 
Conceived in December 1953 the FJ Panel Van specifications are as follows.  
Engine:  
Bore & Stroke: 76mm x 79mm, 2.15 litre 6 cylinder (132 ci)  
Compression ratio: 6.5:1  - 45 kW @ 3800 rpm (60 hp)  
Fuel consumption:  
10.5 litre/100km (27 mpg)  
Fuel tank capacity:  
42.75 litres (9.4 gals)  
Transmission:   
3 speed manual column shift  
Performance: 0 - 100 km/h   
20.0 seconds with a claimed top speed of 80 mph 
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How to Put a Vehicle on Club Plates with Gippsland Vehicle Collection 
The vehicle to be permitted must be more than 25 years old. A modified vehicle must comply with parameters of the 
VicRoads instruction “VSI 33” to be accepted under the historic category. Otherwise the vehicle may be subject to the new 
Modified vehicle category. See VicRoads for further information, 
The vehicle owner must be a current financial member of Gippsland Vehicle Collection (GVC).  
Current fees:  
$40 new applicants 
$10 renewing applicants 
$30 adding another vehicle to current membership 
 
The following documents must be completed and presented to a Club Plate Scheme (CPS) Officer at the GVC, 1 Maffra Sale 
Rd, Maffra:  

a. VicRoads Club Permit Application Form 
b. Current Certificate of roadworthiness 
c. Completed Club Permit Agreement form from GVC 
d. Current Membership of GVC. Note: The vehicle must be registered in the name of the GVC member, - family is 

insufficient. 
 
The vehicle must be presented for identification and date marked photographs when submitting documents at above 
address (new applicants). 
Assistance can be provided in completing the relevant forms if necessary. All GVC forms can be found on the GVC website. 
www.gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au/club-plates/ 
VicRoads permit application forms can be obtained from any VicRoads office or online at www.vicroads.vic.gov.au 
Appropriate membership and GVC CPS fees paid in full, the VicRoads Club Permit will be signed by GVC CPS Officer and the 
required photographs taken. 
A GVC CPS officer will complete and sign a VicRoads Eligibility & Standards Declaration Form. The owner of the vehicle 
must be a name of a member. 
The Vehicle owner must then present the completed and signed VicRoads Club Permit Application and original RWC to a 
VicRoads Office and pay the relevant permit fee applicable to 45 or 90 days.  
Upon receipt of a vehicle Permit Plate from VicRoads (red Plate), GVC must be advised of the plate and expiry date. 
Email to: admin@gipplsandvehiclecollection.org.au or Phone GVC CPS secretary on 0409667096 
An appointment must be made with GVC to process documentation. Please call 0409667096 
 

For information relating to all aspects of the CPS scheme check out The VicRoads site: 
https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/registration/limited-use-permits/club-permit-scheme 

 

New Members 
Steve Anthonisen  Andrew Bass  David Brennan  

Andrew & Sam 
Gardiner  

Garry Hall  Brett Hambling  

David Hibbert  Neville Hoare  Richard Hopley  
Peter Howe  Mark Jones  Trevor Keon  
Meg Kidson  Michael Krusic John Macleod 

Theo Politakis Carmel Ripper Anita Robinson 
James Sim Ron Stock Greg & Jackie Webster 

Neil Wishart   

Welcome to our new members.  You will by now be receiving our bi-monthly 
events calendars, and we hope to see you at our upcoming events, or just 
dropping in at the museum, having a cuppa, or perhaps dusting a car or two on a 
Friday. 
Our aim is to share our interest in historic motoring.  We invite you to all GVC 
events or meetings and welcome comment about the running of your motor 
museum. 
 

IMPORTANT! 
Always remember to fill in your log 
book each time you take out your 
CPS car, motorbike or truck. Failure 
to do so invokes a fine of: 
$793 for a car 
Or 
$376 for a motorcycle less than 
500cc 
$793 for a motorcycle greater than 
500cc 
Or 
$1427 for a truck 
 

http://www.gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au/club-plates/
http://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/
mailto:admin@gipplsandvehiclecollection.org.au
https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/registration/limited-use-permits/club-permit-scheme


   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Did you know that we have several hundred manuals for all different makes and models of cars, motorcycles and 
even tractors!!!!!  
They include Fords, BMC’s, Holdens, Mazdas, Mitsubishis,Toyotas, Nissans, Chryslers, Italian and French vehicles 
to name but a few. 
In addition there are general manuals covering different vehicle parts and engines and a variety of truck, motorcycle 
and tractor manuals that cover all sorts of models and years. 
So if you are about to restore a vehicle why not check out our manuals – you never know there might just be one for 
your car. 
You are free to come and look at the manuals in the library and we will photocopy any pages you require. Manuals 
can’t be removed from the library. The manuals are well organised and should be easy to navigate. 
   

For a full listing have a look on our web page. gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au 
PLEASE TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS RESOURCE –  

IT IS YOURS TO MAKE USE OF. 
 

 

Our first coffee.. A great time was had by all. 

 
 

Monthly Coffee Mornings are back! 
 

On the last Sunday of each month, we are having a morning 
coffee at Wa De Lock in Stratford. We meet at 9:30 am in 
Stratford for morning tea. It is a great way to meet new friends 
and catch up with old ones and discuss all things to with classic 
cars. 

Our next coffee morning will be on November 25 
See you all there! 

http://www.gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au/
http://www.gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au/


   

 

We have joined a loyalty program with Rare Spares, a company that specialises in supplying new and refurbished parts for many 
classic cars mainly Holden and Ford but they also source parts for classic Japanese cars and British cars as well.  
Check out their website: www.rarespares.net.au or like them on Facebook: https:www.facebook.com/rarespares. 
 

 
 

 

http://www.rarespares.net.au/
https://www.facebook.com/rarespares


   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Postage 
Paid 

If undelivered return to: 
GIPPSLAND VEHICLE COLLECTION, 
P.O. Box 806, Maffra, VIC, 3860 

www.gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au 

 

 

 

 

A BIG THANKYOU TO ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS AND WORKERS. 
 


